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Landslide 


for Stelmach 


By Marco Levytsky 

Dumfounding the naysayers, Pre- 
mier Ed Stelmach rolled to a land- 
slide victory in Alberta’s March 3 
legislative elections taking 72 out of 
83 seats. 

This is the largest number ever 
won by a first-term Progressive 
Conservative leader and just two 
short of former Premier Ralph 
Klein’s highest number of 74 in 
2001. 

He bested Klein’s 2004 by 10 
seats and upped the popular vote 
from 47% to 53%. 

“Welcome to Alberta’s century!” 
an exuberant Stelmach told his 
cheering supporters at former Ukrai- 
nian Canadian PC leadership hope- 
ful Julian Koziak’s Chateau Louis 
Conference Centre. 

Prior to election night, media pun- 
dits expected the premier to lose 
seats and even speculated about a 
possible change of governing party 
after 37 years of Tory rule. 

Most of the focus centred on 
Calgary where dissatisfaction with 
Stelmach and his revision of the oil 
royalties was expected to cost him 
seats. 

But this shift never materialized, 
as the Liberals gained just one seat 
over the standings on dissolution. 

The PCs regained Klein’s old 
Calgary-Elbow riding, but lost re- 
tiring Ukrainian Canadian MLA 
Harvey Cenaiko’s Calgary-Buffalo 
constituency to Liberal Kent Hehr, 
a lawyer with Fraser Milner 
Casgrain, who is currently the Chair- 
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man of the Canadian Paraplegic As- 
sociation (Alberta), as well as 
Calgary-McCall, where Liberal 
Darshan Kang pulled ahead of PC 
Shiraz Sharrif when the last polls 
reported in. 

The Conservatives still ended up 
with 18 out of the city’s 23 seats. 

While concentrating on perceived 
alienation in Calgary, the main- 
stream media virtually ignored the 
groundswell of support which was 
building for Stelmach in Edmonton 
— despite consistent public opinion 
polls showing the PCs running 
ahead of the Liberals. 

On election night the PCs dra- 
matically increased their represen- 
tation in the capital city from three 
out of 18 seats to 13. 

Two of the 10 new seats were 
taken by Ukrainian Canadians — 
Janice Sarich in Edmonton-Decore 
and Heather Klimchuk in 
Edmonton-Glenora (see separate 
story on Ukrainian Canadian victors 
on Page 3). 

The Liberals found their 2004 
numbers reduced from 11 to 3, re- 
taining only leader Kevin Taft’s 
Edmonton-Riverview and the long- 
time bastions of Edmonton-Gold 
Bar and Едтопіоп-Сепіте. 

The NDP, meanwhile, had their 
caucus cut in half, keeping only their 
strongholds of Edmonton-High- 
lands Norwood, where leader Brian 
Mason withstood a strong challenge 
from Ukrainian Canadian Andrew 


Beniuk and Edmonton-Strathcona 


Chester Кис. 


Pysanky (Ukrainian Easter eggs 


PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Premier Ed Stelmach (with wife Marie at his side) shows his elation during the victory speech at the Chateau 
Louis Conference Centre, March 3. Visible behind them are candidate (left to right): Carl Benito (Edmonton- 
Mill Woods), Doug Elniski (Edmonton-Calder), Heather Klimchuk (Edmonton-Glenora), Thomas Lukaszuk 
(Edmonton-Castle Downs), Dr. Raj Sherman (Edmonton-Meadowlark), Dave Hancock (Edmonton-Whitemud), 
Bill Donahue (Edmonton-Centre) and Janice Sarich (Edmonton-Decore). 


where the late NDP Leader Grant 
Notley’s daughter, Rachel Notley, 
took over from the retiring former 
leader Raj Pannu. 

The PC’s two other gains in the 
suburban Edmonton riding of St. 
Albert (another gain from the Lib- 
erals) and the deep south constitu- 
ency of Cardston-Taber-Warner, 
where the Wildrose Alliance Party 
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lost its sole sitting member, leader 
Paul Hinman. 

As happened on the evening 
Stelmach, whose grandparents im- 
migrated to Canada from what is 
now Lviv region in 1898, won the 
provincial leadership in December 
2006, supporters at the Chateau 
Louis once again broke into an im- 
promptu chorus of “mnohaya Ша". 
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“A few times I’ve said how lucky 
I was that in 1898 my grandparents 
chose the ship that took them to 
Canada, because the others that year 
were leaving for Argentina,” 
quipped Stelmach during his speech. 

“My family has experienced the 
opportunity that this province offers 
all of us,” he continued. 

“My family and I know - as all 
Albertans know — that our province 
is a beacon of hope and inspiration. 
That beacon must shine in every 


| corner of this province. 


“Across our country — and across 
the world, with the knowledge that 
in Alberta you can achieve your 
dreams. 

“The question today was clear. 
And Albertans have given a clear 
answer,” he said. 

Stelmach attributed the Progres- 
sive Conservative victory to having 
laid out a positive vision for secur- 
ing a bright future “of opportunity 
for all Albertans.” 

“Tt’s not how long you govern. It’s 
how well you govern,” he noted in 
a retort to opposition statements that 
after 37 years, Alberta needed a 
change of parties. 

“As Progressive Conservatives 
we ve worked hard to earn the trust 
of Albertans,” he added. 

“Tn this election we’ ve shown that 
we have new ideas, new energy, new 
leadership — for a new century. 

“We have a positive plan to build 


our province. A plan to deliver change 
that works for Albertans, and that 
work begins now,” the premier said. 


PHOTO — ROMAN PETRIW 
Ed Stelmach makes his way through a sea of supporters during the victory celebration at the Chateau Louis 
Conference Centre. 
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PHOTOS — ROMAN PETRIW 
Immediate Right: Premier Ed Stelmach embraces Edmonton-Decore MLA- 
Elect Janice Sarich during the victory celebration. Right Hand Corner: 
Edmonton-Castle Downs MLA Thomas Lukaszuk (left) and Edmonton- 
Meadowlark MLA-Elect Dr. Raj Sherman applaud Ed Stelmach’s entrance 
into the Chateau Louis Conference Centre during the victory celebration. 


Easter Sunday 
DSruncn 
Sunday, March 23, 2008 


Entertainment 


Adults $22.95 
Seniors $20.95 +GST& 
Children (6-12) $12.95 Gratuities 
Children (2-5) 58 7.95 


Grand Ballroom, Conference Centre 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm 


Reservations: 453.6504 


Easter Dinner Buffet 
Royal Coach Dining Room 
5:00 - 8:30 pm 
453.6508 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB T5G 3A1 


PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com Premier Ed Stelmach, with Edmonton-Centre candidate Bill Donahue, greet members of the Luciw family at the 
, Century Palace Restaurant during a campaign stop the day before the election. 
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Plans continue for an exciting new cultural landmark - the downtown 
Edmonton location of the Ukrainian Canadian Archives and Museum of Alberta 
(UCAMA). This public heritage museum, archive and community programming | 
facility will preserve and promote the rich Ukrainian cultural heritage andthe 


tole it has played in the development of our communities, our province 
and our country. 


Renowned artist PETER SHOSTAK Is providing a generous gift of his 
acclaimed limited edition prints in support of UCAMA, Purchase one 
today! Buy a memory for yourself... and invest In the legacy of UCAMA’s 
new museum! й ase 1 


ЗО 
PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Campaign stop at the Century Palace Restaurant, March 2. Left to Right: 
Edmonton centre PC Candidate Bill Donahue, Premier Ed Stelmach, UCC 
—APC Provincial Coordinator Lydia Migus, UCC — APC Director Brian 
Cherwick, Maria Tesiv. 
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Complete print selection may 
be viewed and ordered ($75 to 
$400) by visiting www.ucama.ca 
or by calling 780-424-7580, 
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PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Dnipro Choir’s Altos Sally Sieli (left) and Lesia Levytsky (centre) with 
Krakow Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish Choir’s Bass Ed 
Stelmach. 
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Ukrainian caucus 
nearly doubles in size 


(UkrNews)—The number of 
Ukrainian-origin members in the 
tuling Progressive Conservative 
caucus nearly doubled in size, 
March 3, riding the coattails of their 
most prominent member — Premier 
Ed Stelmach. 

«ІТ ага absolutely ecstatic, for 
Edmonton, for the premier and obvi- 
ously for our Ukrainian caucus be- 
cause we have bolstered it with some 
solid numbers with the representation 
in Bonnyville, Edmonton-Decore and 
Edmonton-Glenora,” said Associate 
Minister of Capital Planning at the 
PC victory celebration held at the 
Chateau Louis Conference Centre in 
Edmonton, election night. 

“That’s a tremendous credit to Pre- 
mier Stelmach. I think the public un- 
derstands what honesty and integrity 
really are and Premier Stelmach is de- 
livering it in spades,” said 
Zwozdesky, who wore a sweatshirt 
emblazoned with the words 
“Ukrayina (in Cyrillic letters) a spirit 
of freedom” to the celebration. 

Zwozdesky, one of only three in- 
cumbent PC MLAs in Edmonton, 
greatly surpassed his 2004 margin 
of 785 votes, beating Liberal Aman 
Gill 6,864 to 4,058 this time around. 

Leading all candidates, Premier 
Stelmach himself roared to a re- 
sounding victory in Fort Saskat- 
chewan-Vegreville with 11,165 
votes (77.59% of the total) over his 
Liberal, NDP and Green opponents. 

Municipal Affairs Minister Ray 
Danyluk easily won his Lac La 

Biche-St. Paul constituency with 
70.77% of the vote. 

“The victory in Alberta is com- 
pletely attributed to our premier,” he 
told Ukrainian News in a telephone 
interview from his campaign office 
in St. Paul, March 4. 

His honesty, his integrity, his per- 
sonality and, really, his caring for 
Albertans. I’ve said many times, 
whenever there’s discussion around 
the table, the premier always talks 
about the right decision being made 
and what’s best for Albertans.” 

Legislative Speaker Kenneth 
Kowalski, who is of mixed Ukrai- 
nian-Polish origin won his 
Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock con- 
Stituency with 8,312 votes 
(70.27%). Closest rival Liberal 
Leslie Penny had 1,802 (15.23%). 

Among the newcomers, Genia 
Leskiw steamrolled her opposition, 
taking 75.56% of the vote in 
Bonnyville-Cold Lake. 

“The victory was due to Ed 
Stelmach’s integrity. He did not get 
sucked in by the bad-mouthing that 
the media did. He was a target of a 
lot of negative media. But he was 
honest, he was full of his integrity, 
he stayed to his agenda. The people 
saw that,” she said from her home 
in Bonnyville. 

A long-time Ukrainian commu- 
nity activist, Leskiw has served on 
the Advisory Council on Alberta- 
Ukraine Relations, the provincial 
Curriculum Board (Ukrainian as a 
second language), as President of 
the Lakeland Ukrainian Association, 
Executive member of the Kiev’s-K- 
Hi Ukrainian Youth Camp, and 
President of the St. Elias Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church. 

Former Catholic School Board 
Trustee Janice Sarich took Edmon- 
ton-Decore, a riding which last 
elected a Conservative in 1982, by 
acount of 4,602 (45.93%) to another 
Canadian of Ukrainian origin, in- 


Simcisin. 


Gene Zwozdesky (left) with UCC — APC and UPBCE Director Ilija 


cumbent Liberal Bill Bonko’s 3,879. 

“I’m delighted, ecstatic with the 
results,” said Sarich at the victory 
celebration. “It’s been 22 years since 
a Conservative (from our constitu- 
ency) was at the table together with 
the premier. I would like to thank all 
the constituents of Edmonton-Decore 
for believing in my candidacy.” 

Sarich, a fourth-generation Cana- 
dian of Ukrainian origin is a mem- 
ber of St. Basil’s Ukrainian Catho- 
lic Parish, who regularly attends 
community-sponsored events. Dur- 
ing her years on the school board, 
she advocated issues brought to her 
attention by the Edmonton Catholic 
Schools-Ukrainian Bilingual Parent 
Advisory Society. 

In an even bigger upset, Heather 
Klimchuk narrowly edged incum- 
bent Liberal Bruce Miller 5,010 to 
4,842 in Edmonton-Glenora. 

“I knocked on 3200 doors. There 
was huge support for Ed. A lot of 
people say we need to give Ed a 
chance. And he’s got work to do, 
yes, but we’ve got to give him a 
chance and a lot of people looked at 
me and thought that I could do good 
things for them in the legislature. I 
want to make a difference and with 
Ed’s leadership it’s going to be fan- 
tastic,” she said. 

An active member of Alberta’s 
Ukrainian community she is com- 
munications director for Kupalo and 
St. Basil’s School of Ukrainian 
Dance. 

But the evening proved to be dis- 
appointing for Andrew Beniuk, who 
aiming for a still greater upset, but 
failed to unseat NDP Leader Brian 
Mason in Edmonton-Highlands- 
Norwood. 

“We tried, we ran a positive cam- 
paign. I had some great volunteers 
and we reduced the majority... (but) 
our objective was to win,” said the 
former MLA, who upset then-NDP 
Leader Ray Martin in 1993. 

Another Ukrainian-origin PC can- 
didate who lost was Jason 
Herasemluk in Lethbridge East. 

Among candidates married to Ca- 
nadians of Ukrainian origin, Janice 
Tarchuk easily won re-election in 
Banff-Cochrane, as did Pearl 
Calahasen in Lesser Slave Lake. 

But both Jennifer Diakiw and 
David Dorward failed to unseat in- 
cumbent Liberals in Calgary Varsity 
and Edmonton-Gold-Bar respec- 
tively. 

Dorward, who reduced Hugh 
MacDonald’s (an incumbent MLA 
who maintains close ties with the 
Ukrainian community) margin of 
victory from 6,219 in 2004 to 1,018 
in 2008, was nevertheless pleased 
with the result. 

“Tn Gold Bar we’re really thrilled, 


because we doubled our support,” 
he told Ukrainian News, adding a 
message for MacDonald: “We’ll be 
there for you to take over Gold Bar 
for sure”. 

Thomas Lukaszuk, a Polish im- 
migrant who maintains close ties 
with the Ukrainian community, saw 
his majority in Edmonton-Castle 
Downs increase from three votes in 
2004 to 2,080 in this election. 

“The premier became a very big 
asset for us in Edmonton. There’s a 
lot of trust.\If there is one word that 
would encapsulate the whole cam- 
paign it’s integrity. People wanted 
change, but they wanted change that 
made sense, they wanted change 
that’s rational they wanted change 
that makes sense,” he said at the 
Chateau Louis, while waiting for 
Stelmach’s arrival. 

Another Polish-origin candidate, 
Doug Elniski, squeaked out a 202- 
vote victory over incumbent NDP- 
er David Eggen in Edmonton- 
Calder. 

Dr. Raj Sherman, who worked on 
Ukrainian Canadian federal Liberal 
leadership candidate Gerard 
Kennedy’s campaign in 2006, had 
no trouble taking Edmonton-Mead- 
owlark from the provincial Liberals 
for the PCs with 54.83% of the vote. 

«Ріта just humbled to be here. We 
put the Ed back in Edmonton, and 
you know what? I’m proud of the 
premier he did great. He absolutely 
did great,” said Sherman. 
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Premier Ed Stelmach & Team: 


The people have spoken, 
Continue serving Albertans worthily! 
MHOTAA JUTA! 


Luba & Yuri Moskal 
Oakville,ON 


З радісними Великодніми Святами! 
Have а joyful Easter season! 


Hon. Rona Ambrose, PC, MP 


Edmonton-Spruce Grove 


6801-170 Street 
Edmonton, AB T5T 4W4 й 
Ph: 780-495-7705 
Fax: 780-495-7741 
Email: AmbroR1la@parl.ge.ca 


Wishing you and 
your family 
the best at Easter 
"Christ Has Risen" 


Peter Goldring 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 
495-3261 


Wishing you a Happy Easter. 
Бажаю Bam радісних 
Великодніх Свят. 


RAHIM JAFFER, М.Р. 


Edmonton - Strathcona 
7516 Gateway Blvd. 
Edmonton, AB T6E 6E8 
Ph: (780) 495-8404; Fax: (780) 495-8403 
Email: jafferl @parl.ge.ca 


Happy Easter! 
Радісних Великодніх Свят! 
Христос Воскрес! Воїстину Воскрес! 


JAMES RAJOTTE, М.Р. 


Edmonton - Leduc 


406 Justice Bldg 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON K1A ОАб 
Tel: (613) 992-3594 
Fax: (613) 992-3616 
Rajotte.J@parl.gc.ca 


204, 596 Riverbend Square 
Edmonton, AB T6R 2E3 
Tel: (780) 495-4351 

Fax: (780) 495-4485 
james @jamesrajotte.com 


Щиро дякую всім, що підтримували мене і всім 
добровольцям, що працювали на моїй кампанії. 


І sincerly thank all who supported те and all the 
volunteers who worked on my campaign. 


Genia Leskiw, MLA - Elect 
Bonnyville - Cold Lake 


Happy Easter! 
Веселих Великодніх Свят! 


ANDREW TELEGDI, МР 


| Kitchener- Waterloo 


CONSTITUENCY ADDRESS 
22 King Street South 
Waterloo, Ont. N2J 1N8 
Т: (519) 746-1573 

Е: (519) 746-6436 

Е: andrew @kw.igs.net 


PARLIAMENTARY ADDRESS 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ont., K1A ОАб 

т: (613) 996-5928 

Е: (613) 992-6251 

W: www.telegdi.org 


Пластова станиця в Едмонтоні, 


з нагоди "свята над святами і торжества над 
торжествами" - Воскресіння Христового, 
вітає всіх пластунів у світі, українців Канади, 


діяспори й України та бажає всім 


душевної радости, міцного здоров'я й злагоди. 


lo 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 


ПЛАСТ 


ОРГАНІЗАЦІЯ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОЛОДІ 


PYSADKY УЗАПРУ Px 


PYRANBY 
a 


За дальшими інформаціями, підіть на 


чи пишіть до 
plastedm@telus.net 


Бажаю Bam радісних 


Великодніх Свят 
Христос Воскрес! 


‘Borys 


BORYS 


WRZESNEWSKYJ М.Р. 
Etobicoke Centre 


Constituency Office 
140 La Rose Ave. Unit 14 
Etobicoke, Ontario M9P 1B2 
Phone: 416-249-7322 
Fax: 416-249-6117 


PYSADBY 


PYRADBY 
«ЛІВУ 


SAD 
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Ураїна є першою у світі за 
темпами вимирання населення 


(УНІАН) -Як передає кореспондент УНІАН, про 
це заявив голова Національної ради з питань охорони 
здоров'я населення при Президенті України, про-- 
фесор Микола Поліщук 3 березня на круглому столі, 
організованому за сприяння Благодійного фонду 
"Розвиток України". 

"За 14 років українців стало менше на 5 мільйонів. 
Це - дуже високий показник», - сказав М. Поліщук. 
За його словами, тривогу викликає те, що спосте-- 
рігається надсмертність не дітей чи старих, а саме 
людей працездатного віку. "За цими показниками 
Україна випереджає Європу у три-чотири рази. Най- 
частіше у нас помирають від куріння - щороку 100- 
110 тисяч (3 них 10% пасивні курці), від алкоголізму 
- понад 40 тисяч щороку, та травматизму. Також, 
порівняно з цивілізованими країнами, тривалість 
здорового життя у нас на 15 років менша", - зазначив 
М. Поліщук. 

Основною причиною цього, на його думку, є без- 
духовність, низька освіченість та культура людей. 

На запитання, у яких регіонах України найбільший 
відсоток смертей, директор Інституту демографії та 
соціальних досліджень НАНУ Елла Лібанова пові- 
домила, що "це - регіони, починаючи з Кіровоград- 
ської області - на Схід і на Південь. Я називаю цю 
зону - "чорний пояс України". Цьому сприяє струк-- 
турна зайнятість на потужних промислових вироб-- 
ництвах. Важливим чинником є погана екологія, 
зокрема неякісна питна вода, і специфічний спосіб 
життя - саме у східних регіонах країни найбільший 
відсоток людей, хворих на алкоголізм". 

В. Лібанова зауважила, що основна причина гли-- 
бинних процесів депопуляції висока смертність 


нашого населення - 65% новонароджених хлопчиків 
не доживають до 65 років. "Для відтворення нації 
потрібно, щоб жінка народила у середньому 2 дити-- 
ни - тільки тоді покоління дітей замінить покоління 
батьків. Коли ж населення старішає - вичерпується 
структурний потенціал нації. Щоб ситуація зміни-- 
лася на краще - на 10 українських жінок має народ-- 
жуватися 23-24 дитини, а реально народжується 13. 
А українська жінка не хоче народжувати, вона вий- 
шла за межі родини і прагне соціально реалізува-- 
тися?, - зазначила Е. Лібанова. 

Висловлюючи свою думку щодо проблеми неба- 
жання української жінки народжувати дітей, дирек - 
тор із зовнішніх зв'язків Благодійного фонду «Роз- 
виток України» Власта Шовковська, зауважила, що 
жінкам, які досягли певної соціальної стабільності 
i будують кар'єру, важко змиритися із втратою 
трьох років свого життя. "Більшість жінок не 
можуть дозволити собі мати понад дві дитини. Мати 
багато дітей в нашій країні можуть дозволити собі 
або багаті люди, або бідні", - вважає В. Шовковська 

Цю тезу підтримала й Е. Лібанова: "Найбільше 

дітей - у бідних країнах та бідних сім'ях". "Це - 
загальна світова тенденція", - акцентувала вона. 
Е. Лібанова наголосила, що одним з важливим 
чинників депопуляції української нації є міграція. 
"За кордоном працює 2 мільйони українців. І 
проблема не у тому, що люди їдуть працювати, а у 
тому, що вони будь-що хочуть лишитися в інших 
країнах, і вивести туди свої родини. Інший аспект 
трудової міграційної проблеми те, що в Україні 
залишаються бездоглядними діти заробітчан, часто 
кинуті напризволяще?, - зазначила Е. Лібанова. 


Міністр Паленко здійснив візит до Канади 


(Прес-служба Посольства Ук- 
раїни в Канаді) -З 29 лютого no 
2 березня ц.р. Міністр України у 
справах сім'ї, молоді та спорту 
Юрій Павленко перебував з 
робочим візитом у м.Лоронто. 

Юрій Павленко разом з Послом 
України в Канаді Ігорем Осташем 
та Генеральним консулом України 
в Торонто Олександром Данилей- 
ком взяли участь в урочистому 
відзначенні 15-ї річниці створення 
проекту "Допоможіть нам допо- 
могти дітям" (Help Us Help the 
Children). 

У ході свого виступу Міністр 
відзначив надзвичайно важливу 
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В День найбільшої радости 


ВОСКРЕСЕННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО 


Щиро й Сердечио Вітаємо 


ВСІХ НАШИХ 


ПРИЯТЕЛІВ ТА ПОКУПЦІВ 


КНИГАРНЯ 


УКРАЇНСЬКА 


УКРАЇНСЬКА КНИГАРНЯ 
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10215 —97 STREET 
EDMONTON, AB T5J 2N9 
1-866-422-4255 
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THE STAFF AT THE UKRAINIAN BOOKSTORE WOULD LIKE TO 


роль, яку виконує проект впро- 
довж 15 років у справі допомоги 
дітям сиротам з України, сприяє 
формуванню дитячої особистості, 
вихованню у дусі поваги до рідної 
землі та її звичаїв, надає можли- 
вості для оздоровлення, творчого 
розвитку українських дітей. Ю. 
Павленко вручив відзнаки Мініс- 
терства України у справах сім'ї, 
молоді та спорту активним волон- 
терам проекту та головним його 
спонсорам. 

У заході взяли участь також 
представники Уряду та Парла- 
менту Канади, керівники україн- 
ських громадських організацій, 
ділових кіл Канади та ін. Загалом 
в урочистому заході взяло участь 
близько 500 гостей. 

У ході візиту Ю. Павленко та- 
кож взяв участь у благодійному 
вечорі для дітей-сиріт із України, 
які перебувають в Канаді в рамках 
проекту, провів зустрічі з колиш- 
нім Прем'єр-міністром Канади 
Джоном Тернером, Державним 
секретарем Канади у справах ба- 
гатокульурності Пітером Мак- 
Кейєм, депутатом Парламенту 


Канади Борисом Вжесневським, 
керівниками канадських осередків 
молодіжної організації "Пласт", 
Головою Конгресу Українців 
Канади Павлом Гродом, Прези- 
дентом Світової Федерації україн - 
ських жіночих організацій Mapi— 
єю Шкамбарою, головами місце- 
вих українських жіночих органі- 
зацій, Президентом Канадсько- 
української торгової палати Зе- 
ноном Потічним та іншими осо- 
бами. 

Під час зустрічей були огово- 
рені питання українсько-канад-- 
ського співробітництва у сферах 
молодіжної політики та спорту, 
активізації взаємодії між Мініс- 
терством у справах сім'ї, молоді 
та спорту та світовими і канад- 
ськими українськими молодіж-- 
ними організаціями, сприяння з 
боку канадського уряду та укра- 
їнських організацій Канади у під-- 
готовці олімпійської збірної 
України до зимової олімпіади 2010 
року у Ванкувері, організації "Па- 
раду українських чемпіонів", який 
планується провести у Торонто 
влітку 2008 року тощо. 


HY-HC i БЮТ 


знайшли компроміс 


(Українська правда)- -Рада коаліції демократичних сил узгодила 
проект постанови щодо вступу України до НАТО. 

Про це 7" Українській правді" повідомили учасники засідання. Р 

Проект постанови буде запропоновано ухвалити на засіданні 
парламенту в четвер для розблокування його роботи. 

За словами співрозмовників “ Української правди", цей документ 
також був підтриманий Партією регіонів минулої п'ятниці. 

Проект постанови, узгоджений між “HY-HC” і БЮТ, звучить так: 
Розглянувши питання щодо нинішнього стану та перспектив 
взаємовідносин з НАТО, зважаючи на вимоги законодавства України 
у сфері національної безпеки, а також на досягнуті політичні 
домовленості з цього питання, Верховна Рада України постановляє: 

1. Остаточне рішення про вступ до НАТО приймається лише за 
наслідками всеукраїнського референдуму, який може проводитися за 
народною ініціативою відповідно до закону про всеукраїнський 


референдум. 


2. Голові Верховної Ради повідомити генсека НАТО про це рішення 


парламенту України. 


Раніше лідер фракції "НУ-НС" В'ячеслав Кириленко виступав проти 


редакції постанови схожого змісту. 
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Ukraine, Russia resolve gas dispute | Yanukovych threatens 


(RFE/RL)— Europe da a sigh of relief on March 5 
as Ukraine and Russia clinched a deal to resolve a bitter 
dispute threatening to disrupt natural-gas supplies to Eu- 
ropean markets. 

Gazprom, Russia’s state-controlled gas monopoly and 
the power base of President-elect Dmitry Medvedev, an- 
nounced the agreement in a joint statement with Ukraine’s 
state energy company, Naftohaz. 

The deal followed telephone negotiations involving 
Russian President Vladimir Putin and his Ukrainian coun- 
terpart Viktor Yushchenko. 

“The parties have agreed that gas delivered [to Ukraine] 
from Jan. 1 to March 1, 2008, will be fully documented 
and paid for by Naftohaz Ukrayiny according to the 
scheme that existed at the beginning of the year,’ Gazprom 
spokesman Sergei Киргіуапоу said at a news conference 
in Moscow. 

“Gas transit via Ukraine to European consumers is be- 
ing carried out in full,” he added. “The restrictions on 
gas deliveries to consumers in Ukraine have been lifted.” 

After halving gas shipments to its ex-Soviet neighbor 


earlier that week, the Russian gas giant had threatened 
new cuts if Ukraine didn’t settle what Gazprom says is 
$600 million debt in unpaid bills for gas delivered in 2007. 

Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko had 
sounded a defiant note, branding the cuts “provocations” 
and vowing to keep her country supplied with natural gas, 
heat, and hot water. 

The dispute echoes a 2006 gas pricing row that culmi- 
nated with Gazprom briefly halting gas deliveries to 
Ukraine. The move triggered energy shortages in parts of 
Western Europe that depend on Russian gas that transits 
Ukraine. 

This time, the European Union reacted swiftly with a 
statement urging both parties to “ensure that gas supplies 
to the European Union remain unaffected.” 

Ukraine’s Naftohaz sought to play down the dispute, 
pledging that differences would be resolved “very soon.” 

Gazprom’s Kupriyanov, however, claimed on March 5 
that Ukraine had warned that it is diverting some 17 per- 
cent of the transit gas earmarked for Europe, 60 million 
cubic meters, to compensate for the reduced supplies. 


Tymoshenko rejects gas supply deal with Russia 


Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko on March 
6 rejected part of a gas supply deal with Russia, a day 
after the end of a three-day cut in supplies that raised 
сопсегп5 in Europe, reports Agence France Presse. 

The deal would “preserve corrupt schemes and abuses, 
lead to the bankruptcy of (state gas firm) Naftogaz and 
contradict national interests,” Tymoshenko said in an open 
letter to Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko released 
by the government. 

Yushchenko and Russian President Vladimir Putin 
struck an agreement in Moscow on Feb. 12 intended to 
end a dispute over Ukraine’s unpaid debts for Russian 
gas and to reorganise the gas supply relationship. 

The terms of the deal were never made public but 


“Pm not 


younger’”’ 


getting any 


Tymoshenko made it clear that she did not agree with 
Russian demands, prompting Russian state gas monopoly 
Gazprom to cut supplies by 50 percent over March 3 and 
March 4. 

“T will fulfil the agreements between the presidents of 
Feb. 12 as far as the necessity of an urgent normalisation 
in relations in the gas sphere is concerned,” Tymoshenko 
said in her letter. 

But, she added: “The cabinet of ministers cannot agree 
with several terms of these agreements,” such as the gas 
price for 2008, the use of an intermediary company and 
moves to limit Naftogaz access to Ukraine’s domestic 
market. 


to take it to the streets 


(RFE/RL)— Viktor Yanukovych, leader of the opposition Party of 
Regions, said on March S that his party has exhausted its opportuni- 
ties to reach a compromise in an ongoing parliamentary crisis and 
now intends to hold street demonstrations, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Ser- 
vice reported. 

Yanukovych said that the leaders of the parliamentary factions, who 
met on March 5, could not agree on the text of a resolution on Ukraine’s 
policy on NATO membership. 

Feb. 38 Yanukovych said he sees two ways to overcome the ongo- 
ing political crisis: either reforming the ruling coalition, or early par- 
liamentary elections, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reported. 

Yanukovych suggested that even if the Verkhovna Rada resumes 
working normally, the government’s majority of two seats is insuffi- 
cient to pass legislation. 

The Party of Regions has prevented the Verkhovna Rada from meet- 
ing since mid-January, demanding the adoption of a resolution stipu- 
lating that any step by Ukraine toward joining NATO should be pre- 
ceded by a national referendum. Representatives of the Our Ukraine- 
People’s Self-Defense bloc described the Party of Regions’ announce- 
ment as “a political pose.” 

The Verkhovna Rada in practice has remained deadlocked for more 
than 30 days, but formally, according to Ukrainian media, its last ef- 
fective meeting was held on Feb. 13 

President Yushchenko recently announced that he does not want to 
dissolve parliament again, but Security Council Secretary Raisa 
Bohatyryova has suggested that Yushchenko might start consultations 
on doing so if parliament fails to resume work very soon. 

"І would not want to see again the Ukrainian parliament closed for 
several months. It would be a loss to the nation,” Yushchenko said. 

Taras Chornovil of the Party of Regions recently told RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service that the government’s steps toward NATO are not 
the main issue for his party. He said that his party is blocking parlia- 
ment in an attempt to bring about changes in the ruling coalition in its 
favor. 


« Je ne 
rajeunis 


You can get money now to help you start saving 
for your child's education or training after high 
school. A small amount set aside today can make 
а big difference for your child's future. With a 
little planning, you can make it happen. For more 
information about the Canada Learning Bond and 
the Canada Education Savings Grant, call us or 
visit our website! 


www.canlearn.ca 
| фу Government Gouvernement 
of Canada du Canada 


1 800 O-Canada 


Vous pouvez obtenir de l'argent dés maintenant pour 


économiser en vue des études ou de la formation que 
fera votre enfant aprés ses études secondaires. Si 
vous mettez une petite somme de cété aujourd'hui, 
vous pourrez faire une grande différence dans l'avenir 
de votre enfant. Avec un peu de planification, c'est pos- 
sible. Pour plus d'information au sujet du Bon d'études 
canadien et de la Subvention canadienne pour |'épargne- 
études, appelez-nous ou visitez notre site Web! 


www.cibletudes.ca 
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Mnohaya lita! 


(“Ukrainian farmer” shows them how it’s done) 


Throughout the whole campaign, media pundits downplayed Premier 
Ed Stelmach’s chances. One particular guessing game was how many seats 
could Ed afford to lose before the Calgary establishment, miffed at losing 
the PC leadership race to a “Ukrainian farmer”, and outraged at some 
rather mild increases in the royalties oil companies pay for a resource that 
belongs to the people of Alberta, would get their knives out. Others even 
speculated about the end of a dynasty. 

Former Premier Ralph Klein himself got into the act. Hired by as an 
election night commentator by Global News for some inexplicable reason 
(maybe they consider him the Don Cherry of the political arena), he talked 
about the discontent he heard on the streets of Calgary, and from all his 
old buddies in the oil patch, grumbled that no leader talked about “health 
care reform” (translation — setting up a two-tier health care system where 
money talks), and complained that his own plans to achieve this dubious 
change were thwarted by such groups like the Friends of Medicare. And 
this was two hours before the polls had even closed. Nice backhanded 
slap at a guy who loyally served him for 13 years. 

Once the results came flowing in, Klein was eating crow. 

Maybe Klein’s comments did some good — especially if they prompt 
Stelmach to distance himself even further from Klein’s regressive poli- 
cies and look instead to the legacy of the founder of this Alberta Progres- 
sive Conservative dynasty — Peter Lougheed. 

In the end this “Ukrainian farmer” showed them all. He swept to a land- 
slide majority winning 72 out of 83 seats — the biggest ever win by a 
first-time PC premier. He not only held on to the traditional Tory bastion 
of Calgary, but swept “Redmonton”, something Klein managed only once 
in four tries — and then by a smaller margin than Ed. 

He did it despite getting stuck with the fallout from Klein’s do-nothing 
approach to governing during the past decade, a hostile media, and an 
attack campaign of unprecedented proportions in Alberta. 

And he did it with honesty, integrity and an agenda that promised steady 
and rational change. 

This election also saw a major increase in our community’s representa- 
tion in the governing caucus. Returning with the premier are Municipal 
_ Affairs Minister Ray Danyluk, Associate Minister of Capital Planning Gene 
г. Zwozdesky and Legislative Speaker Ken Kowalski — all with increased 
majorities: A major supporter of our community, Thomas “Landslide” 
Lukaszuk, roared back with a 2,080-vote margin. Quite impressive for a 
candidate who scraped i in by only three the last time around. 

They will be joined by three new Ukrainian-origin MLAs. Quite sig- 
nificantly, considering the gender of all the aforementioned, the three new- 
comers are all women and all three are active in our community. 

Genia Leskiw in Bonnyville-Cold Lake has served on the Advisory 
Council on Alberta-Ukraine Relations, the provincial Curriculum Board 
(Ukrainian as a second language), as President of the Lakeland Ukrainian 
Association, Executive member of the Kiev’s-K-Hi Ukrainian Youth Camp, 
and President of the St. Elias Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

Janice Sarich in Edmonton-Decore, is a former trustee who advocated 
issues brought to her attention by the Edmonton Catholic Schools-Ukrai- 
nian Bilingual Parent Advisory Society and has acquainted herself very 
well with many of our concerns, by researching them and attending public 
forums in our community. 

Heather Klimchuk in Edmonton-Glenora is communications director 
for Kupalo and St. Basil’s School of Ukrainian Dance. 

It’s unfortunate Andrew Beniuk didn’t succeed in his comeback bid in 
Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood. He made a valiant effort, but NDP leader 
Brian Mason’s hold on this party stronghold proved to be too great a chal- 
lenge. 

Nevertheless, our community has many reasons to be pleased with the 
results. We look forward to working with both the Premier and his new 
team — па папобіу! i blahiyi lita. 
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Taming the untameable 


By Ivan Lozowy 

(Ukrainian Insider)— Although he acquiesced to 
nominating Yulia Tymoshenko for Prime Minister last 
December, Yushchenko had expressed his reservations. 
He publicly referred to “not repeating past mistakes” 
and delayed giving her the nod for months following 
the Sept. 30, 2007 early elections. 

From the start, Yushchenko and his team did not hide 
their desire to keep the fiery Tymoshenko in her place. 
On December 18, 2007 Tymoshenko was elected with 
the absolute minimum required number of votes — 226. 

Yuriy Yekhanurov, a solid adherent of Yushchenko’s, 
declared he would not be voting for Tymoshenko the 
morning of the vote. To make Tymoshenko’s depen- 
dency on the President clear to even the dullest per- 
ceptions, Yekhanurov then changed his mind during 
parliamentary session on Dec. 18 only after he received 
a telephone call from the President himself. 

Since the vote, Yushchenko has expended every ef- 
fort to throw a large, wet blanket on the Prime Minister’s 
initiatives: 

¢ Tymoshenko has tried to remove RosUkrEnergo as 
intermediary for Russian supplies of natural gas to 
Ukraine, Yushchenko has defended RosUkrEnergo; 

¢ The head of the Postal Service was a key player in 
Tymoshenko’s partially compensating bank savings lost 
during the Soviet era, Yushchenko has called for his 
resignation; 

» Tymoshenko wants to abolish Ukraine’s system of 
specialized courts, Yushchenko is against their liqui- 
dation; 

» Tymoshenko began investigating Kyiv’s profligate 
mayor, Leonid Chernovetsky (known among Kyivites 

s “Leona Cosmos” for his strange behavior), 
Yushchenko told her to lay off. 

The list goes on and on: the European 2012 football 
championships, the State Property Fund. There seems 
to be no area of the government’s activity that 
Yushchenko is willing to leave alone. 

Yushchenko’s strategy is clear. He had little choice 
other than to nominate Tymoshenko for Prime Minis- 
ter given that her coalition gained twice as many votes 


as Yushchenko’s last year. But Yushchenko has обуї- 
ously vowed to constrict Tymoshenko’s activities and 
block her at every turn in order to prevent her from 
using her post of Prime Minister to become even more 
popular. 

Though the principal parties have disavowed any con- 
flict, no one has taken these seriously. Former speaker 
Wolodymyr Lytvyn, for instance, called the Yushchenko- 
Tymoshenko conflict a case of “jealousies.” 

The conflict has reached pathetic proportions. 

The Presidential Secretariat cancelled Tymoshenko’s 
planned visit to Moscow, which the Kremlin announced 
on Jan. 23. Instead, Yushchenko himself traveled to 
Moscow on Feb. 12 and claimed victory in Ukraine’s 
negotiations with the Kremlin over natural gas issues. 
The only problem is that no one seems to know what 
exactly was agreed to. 

This situation prompted Tymoshenko’s right-hand 
man, First Vice Prime Minister Oleksandr Turchinoy, 
to declare that Tymoshenko would start “from scratch” 
when she finally went to Moscow on Feb. 20. The Presi- 
dential Secretariat responded by calling on Tymoshenko 
“not to politicize” negotiations. 

Yushchenko has descended into the role of petty spoiler 
because he senses he has no other choice. His personal 
approval ratings are firmly in the single digits. But presi- 
dential elections are around the corner, set for October 
2009. Yushchenko’s biggest problem is Tymoshenko, who 
stands between him and another shot at Viktor 
Yanukovych, whom Yushchenko defeated in 2004. 

Yushchenko’s options are very limited because if he fires 
her, Tymoshenko looks set to gain even more popularity as 
the aggrieved party, a role she plays out very well. 

In a style reminiscent of the ham-handed Belarus dic- 
tator, Alexander Lukashenko, Yushchenko has recently 
even been trying to project an image of a tough re- 
former. During a meeting at the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs Feb. 18, Yushchenko demanded the immediate 
resignation of three officials for misconduct. 

Much too little, much too late, the average Ukrai- 
nian voter is saying. And, adding insult to injury, no 
one has resigned thus far. 


Gas crisis averted, but 
underlying problems remain 


By Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)—Russia on March 5 resumed natural-gas 
supplies to Ukraine, ending the latest gas feud between 
the ex-Soviet neighbors. 

Gazprom, Russia’s state-controlled gas monopoly, 
halved shipments to Ukraine March 4 over what it 
claimed was $600 million Kyiv owed it for gas deliv- 
ered this year. The gas giant threatened further cuts un- 
less Ukraine settled its debt and agreed to a gas-price 
hike. 

But the last-minute deal, clinched after telephone ne- 
gotiations between the two countries’ leaders,-appears 
to be little more than a temporary bandage. Moscow 
and Kyiv have yet to iron out the deep-running differ- 
ences underlying their gas disputes. 

A key sore point is the involvement of middleman 
companies in the gas trade between the two countries 
— RosUkrEnergo, half-owned by Gazprom; and 
UkrGazEnergo, owned by RosUkrEnergo and 
Ukraine’s state gas company, Nafothaz. 

Ukraine’s prime minister, Yulia Tymoshenko, has 
been campaigning forthe elimination of what she says 
is an Opaque mechanism to embezzle vast fortunes at 
the expense of Ukrainian consumers. 

Moscow has consistently demurred, a stance widely 
seen as dictated by a small group of elites profiting 
directly from the scheme. Roman Kupchinsky, an RFE/ 
RL energy analyst, says Moscow could also be using 
the intermediaries as a bargaining chip with Ukraine. 

“The intermediaries are not in Russia’s interest ei- 
ther, as a country. Russia loses taxes because of inter- 
mediaries, it gives away money for no good reason to 
intermediaries, and it doesn’t really fulfill any role,” 
Kupchinsky says, adding that there must be a reason 
why Russia insists on the intermediaries. 

“Gazprom wants to get into the Ukrainian domestic 
market, it wants 50 percent of the market,” Kupchinsky 
notes. But he says that “Ukrainians won’t allow that,” 
because it would bankrupt their own Naftohaz. 

Gazprom has spared no effort to convince the world 
that its recurrent gas standoffs with Kyiv are purely 
economic. In reality, few doubt they have strong po- 
litical overtones. 

The latest dispute dealt a blow to the already fragile 
coalition between President Viktor Yushchenko and 
Tymoshenko, who both rose to power in the 2005 Or- 
ange Revolution after reversing the presidential vic- 


tory of Moscow’s anointed candidate. 

Despite their shared Western leanings, the former al- 
lies have adopted conflicting strategies in their deal- 
ings with Gazprom. Yushchenko has ordered his fire- 
brand prime minister to immediately return to the ne- 
gotiation table with Moscow. 

The president in February reached a deal on Ukraine’s 
debts with his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin. But 
the agreement appears to have gone amiss following 
Tymoshenko’s subsequent visit to the Russian capital. 

The row has also prompted fresh charges that Mos- 
cow is using its vast energy resources as a political 
weapon. Federico Bordonaro, a Rome-based analyst 
with the “Power And Interest News Report,” an inde- 
pendent organization studying international relations, 
says: ““Gazprom’s moves are not entirely due to busi- 
ness problems. I think Gazprom is striking back at Eu- 
rope, firstly because Europe recognized Kosovo's in- 
dependence without listening to Russia’s concerns, and 
secondly because Ukzaine is heading toward NATO in- 
tegration.” - 

The gas cuts revived Enropeat fears of new disrup- 
tions m 1 the gas flow fo EU markets, a quarter of whose 
gas comes from Russia — most of it via Ukrainian pipe- 
lines. 

In the midst of dispate, Ganon claimed that 
Ukraine was diverting some of the transit gas earmarked 
for Europe, bringing back echoes of a similar gas row 
in 2006 that triggered energy shortages in parts of West- 
ern Europe. Recent events reflect badly on Russia, too, 
by casting doubt on its reliability as energy supplier. 

Bordonaro says the bad blood between Moscow and 
Kyiv is pushing Europe to seek alternative energy 
routes. This includes efforts to breathe new life into 
the Nabucco project, a pipeline that would bypass Rus- 
sia by pumping gas from the Caspian and Central Asian 
regions to Europe via Turkey and the Balkans. 

“Europe has been aware for a couple of years that too 
much dependence on Gazprom is dangerous for its en- 
ergy security,” Bordonaro says. “In my opinion, Europe 
will try to push for new key agreements with Libya, Al- 
geria, and it may also try to revive the Nabucco pipeline.” 

In the meantime, Europe must brace for further rows, 
cutoffs, and disruptions. In his new role as Russian 
leader, President-elect Dmitry Medvedey seems un- 
likely to soften the strong-armed energy policy he has 
overseen as Gazprom chairman. 
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PRU discusses language at forum 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Ukraine’s main opposi- 
tion force, the Party of Regions (PRU), organized what 
it called a “congress of people’s deputies of all levels” 
in the eastern town of Severodonetsk on March 1. It 
discussed topics such as official languages and NATO 
_ membership. Almost 3,700 representatives of 28 op- 
position parties and non-governmental organizations 
and foreign guests attended. 

The forum featured mostly PRU people, while pro- 
Russian radicals such as Progressive Socialist Party 
leader Natalya Vitrenko, were refused the floor. On the 
other hand, the liberal wing of the PRU largely ignored 
the forum. This may be another sign of a split within 
the party between former Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych’s followers and the pragmatists who are 
prone to cooperate with President Viktor Yushchenko. 

The PRU used the forum to mobilize the electorate in 
its stronghold of southeast Ukraine ahead of possible 
early parliamentary elections by focusing on the 
government’s NATO entry plans and the Russian lan- 
guage issue. Yushchenko may be prompted to dissolve 
parliament, which has been unable to work because the 
PRU and its allies have blocked it for more than a month, 
demanding a referendum on NATO entry. The PRU al- 
ways trots out the issues of NATO entry and the Russian 
language ahead of an election, as its mostly Russia-ori- 
ented and Russian-speaking electorate opposes the gov- 
ernment policy of Ukrainianization, afraid of losing its 
cultural identity, and the plans to join NATO, fearing that 
this would badly affect relations with Russia. 

The venue was selected to spite the Orange govern- 
ment. The delegates at the previous congress of depu- 
ties organized by the PRU, which was held in 
Severodonetsk at the height of the Orange Revolution 
in November 2004, threatened to federalize Ukraine if 
Yushchenko were elected president. When Yushchenko 
eventually became president, he authorized criminal 
cases against “separatism,” as the Orange camp believes 
in a strong unitary state and views federalization as a 
serious threat to sovereignty. 

In order to prevent new “separatist” calls, the Secu- 
rity Service (SBU) had summoned several PRU activ- 
ists to warn them against undermining the unitary state, 
SBU spokeswoman Maryna Ostapenko said. This 
prompted the organizers of the second Severodonetsk 
forum to cautiously avoid the issue of federalization, 
although they complained of SBU interference. The 
latest forum had four issues on the agenda: the powers 
of regional governments, the rights of Russophones, 
“falsification of Ukrainian history” regarding the fam- 
ine of 1932-1933 and the role of nationalist World War 


Will Ukraine have a new constitution? 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)—President Viktor 
Yushchenko has begun his drive to reverse the 2004 
constitutional reform. His goals include boosting presi- 
dential powers and weakening the legislature. On Feb. 
20 Yushchenko convened the first meeting of the Na- 
tional Constitution Council (NKS), consisting of 97 
experts and politicians, to share with them his outline 
for anew constitution. Yushchenko expects a new draft 
constitution to be ready within six months, in time for 
the 2010 presidential election in which he will prob- 
ably run. 

The current Ukrainian constitution was adopted in 
1996. Initially, it created a very strong president who 
could fire the prime minister and government any time 
and who formed governments single-handedly. The 
reform of 2004, which was enacted in 2006, weakened 
the president vis-a-vis the Cabinet of Ministers and 
parliament, so the prime minister and government are 
now picked by a majority in parliament, rather than the 
president, and the government subsequently works 
more or less independently of the president. 

Yushchenko’s supporters argued that the 2004 reform 
was devised to weaken him, making it difficult for 
Yushchenko to replace the corrupt post-Soviet elite. 
Yushchenko has never concealed his dislike of the re- 
form. In August 2007, he made public the idea of form- 
ing the NKS in order to reverse it. Yushchenko main- 
tains that the current constitution is too imperfect to be 
amended, so an entirely new constitution should be 
drafted. On Dec. 27 he signed a decree authorizing the 
NKS to draft a new constitution. 

Addressing the NKS on Feb. 20, Yushchenko made 
it clear that he would bypass parliament if MPs fail to 
cooperate in drafting a new constitution. He said that 
the constitution will not necessarily be passed by par- 
liament, but it can be adopted by a national referen- 
dum “at the initiative of the people.” 

Yushchenko’s skepticism about assistance from par- 
liament for working on a new constitution is justified, 
as people’s deputies are unlikely to gladly accept cuts 

* to their authority. He said that the constitution should 


Il fighters, and NATO entry. 

The forum warned the government against “misin- 
formation” regarding the famine and the activities of 
the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) during World War 
I. Official Ukrainian historiography maintains that the 
famine was organized by Stalin in order to exterminate 
Ukrainians, and that the UPA fought for Ukrainian in- 
dependence against both the Nazis and the Red Army. 
The PRU and its allies tend to agree with the interpre- 
tations of the two phenomena accepted in Russia, 
namely that the famine affected several ethnic groups 
and was not confined to Ukraine, and that the UPA were 
Nazi collaborators. 

The forum called on parliament to pass laws to pro- 
tect Russian and other minority languages in culture, 
education, sports, and state services. It also decided to 
compile a “white paper on forcible Ukrainianization 
and violations of human rights.” Yanukovych told the 
forum that no single Russian school remains in six out 
of Ukraine’s 25 regions, and that the number of Rus- 
sian theaters has shrunk threefold since independence. 
PRU deputy Dmytro Tabachnyk accused the govern- 
ment of “imposing Russophobia and archaic 


monolingualism,” and his comrade-in-arms Vadym 
Kolesnychenko warned of “racism and xenophobia.” 

PRU member and industrialist Vyacheslav 
Bohuslayev estimated a possible economic loss from 
NATO entry at $22 billion, as the Ukrainian military 
industry would lose many Russian partners. The fo- 
rum called on NATO to organize a special discussion 
on Ukraine ahead of the Bucharest NATO summit in 
April, and on parliament to start work to organize a 
referendum on NATO entry. The PRU and its allies are 
confident that Ukrainians will reject NATO member- 
ship in а referendum, so this issue will be dropped from 
the government agenda. The forum also urged govern- 
ment decentralization so that regional governments 
could have more authority over local finances. 

The liberal wing of the PRU, which recently tended 
to cooperate with Yushchenko, distanced itself from 
the Severodonetsk forum. Its informal leader, Ukraine’s 
richest businessman Renat Akhmetov, preferred to 
watch a soccer match. Raisa Bohatyryova, former chair- 
woman of the PRU caucus in parliament and now sec- 
retary of the Yushchenko-chaired National Security and 
Defense Council, also ignored the forum. Akhmetov’s 
right-hand man and former chairman of the Donetsk 
Region Council, Borys Kolesnykov, attended but sat | 
among the PRU grassroots membership, rather than | 
with the PRU leadership. The newspaper Segodnya, 
linked to Akhmetov, covered the Severodonetsk forum 
in a small item buried between gossip pages. 


provide for a “comprehensive status” for the president 
as the guarantor of national sovereignty, territorial in- 
tegrity, and the constitution, and that the president 
should play a key role in shaping foreign policy, and 
national security and defense. Yushchenko said that the 
remits of the president and the government in this field 
currently overlap. The Ukrainian edition of the Rus- 
sian business daily Kommersant summed it up by say- 
ing that Yushchenko wants to make the presidency a 
separate branch of power. 

Simultaneously, Yushchenko wants the constitution 
to cancel MP immunity from prosecution and to in- 
crease the role of regional governments, thereby weak- 
ening the parliament-backed central government. In 
order to ensure support for a new constitution in a popu- 
lar referendum, Yushchenko proposed giving citizens 
the right to appeal directly to the Constitutional Court, 
the right to draft laws and submit them directly to par- 
liament, and the right to cancel laws by referenda. 

The pro-opposition commentator Mykhaylo 
Pohrebynsky told Glavred that Yushchenko would vio- 
late the law by offering a new draft constitution for a 
referendum, because the current constitution allows 
only amendment; it does not say anything about in- 
validating the constitution. However, Ivan Tymchenko 
a former chairman of the Constitutional Court (CC), 
said that the current constitution does not forbid the | 
president from calling a popular referendum to approve 
a new constitution. He added, however, that | 
Yushchenko should secure approval of his draft con- 
stitution by the CC before calling a referendum. 

Commentator Oleksy Taran expressed reservations | 
about the composition of the NKS. He noted that the 
Council includes very few representatives of non-gov- | 


| 
| 
егатепіа! organizations and that several prominent соп- | 
Ї 
| 
і 
| 
| 


stitutional experts, such as a former deputy parliament | 
speaker Viktor Musiaka, were not invited to partici- 
pate. Among the top politicians sitting on the commis- | 
sion are Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko; her prede- | 
cessor, Viktor Yanukovych; presidential chief of staff | 
Viktor Baloha and several of his deputies; National Se- | 
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Federal Programs Help Seniors 

Our Conservative government, like no other before it, recognizes 
the contributions senior citizens have made to this country. We are proud 
to support seniors in strengthening our communities and building our 
country. 

One way we have supported seniors is through the New Horizons for 
Seniors Program (NHSP). This program helps to ensure that seniors 
are able to benefit from and contribute to the quality of life in their 
communities through their social participation and active living. The 
program funds community projects that help seniors share their skills, 
wisdom and experience to benefit others, while reducing their social 
isolation. The total budget for the NHSP is $35 million per year. 

In Edmonton East, two organizations have just received grants through 
the NHSP. The Alberta Association for the Deaf is receiving $25,000 
to enhance the quality of life for Edmonton deaf seniors, while the 
Seniors Association of Greater Edmonton receives $24,950 for “This 
Full House,” a pilot program to assist elderly compulsive hoarders. 

The federal government is also acting to address the needs of Canada’s 
seniors by introducing a series of important measures, including: 

- establishing the National Seniors Council to advise the Govern- 
ment on issues of importance to older Canadians; 

- enabling 1.6 million low-income seniors to benefit from increased 
monthly benefits available under the Guaranteed Income Supplement. 

- providing more than $1 billion in tax relief to Canadian seniors 
and pensioners in Budget 2007; 

- enabling seniors to build their retirement savings in Registered Pen- 
sion Plans and Registered Retirement Savings Plans for an extra two 
years until age 71; and 

- raising the amount seniors can claim under the age credit on their 
tax returns for 2007. 

I think the government is doing a great job for seniors. What do you 


think? 
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(Прес-центр СБ Yxpainn)—27 
лютого - 2 березня ц. р. радник 
Голови СБУ, співробітник Україн- 
ського інституту національної 
пам'яті, кандидат історичних наук 
Володимир В'ятрович відвідав 
меморіальний комплекс «Яд Ва- 
шем» в Ізраїлі у складі урядової 
делегації. 

Як розповів на брифінгу в СБ 
України В. В'ятрович, українська 
сторона двічі зверталася до керів- 
ництва «Яд Вашем» з проханням 
ознайомитися із матеріалами до- 
сьє Романа Шухевича, про наяв- 
ність якого б грудня 2007 р. заявив 
Голова ради Меморіалу Йосеф Ла- 
під. 18 грудня 2007 р. офіційного 
листа надіслав Державний комітет 
архівів України, через кілька днів 
аналогічного листа від Українсь- 
кого інституту національної па- 
м'яті було передано через заступ- 
ника міністра закордонних справ 
Ізраїлю. 4 

«Жодної відповіді від «Яд Ва- 
шем» на запити української сто- 
рони за понад два місяці не було 
отримано», — зазначив Володи- 
мир В'ятрович. 

Врешті, 27 лютого 2008 року до 
Ізраїлю вирушила урядова група, 
до складу якої увійшли Голова 
Українського інституту націо- 
нальної пам'яті І. Юхновський та 
радник Голови СБ України з нау- 
ково-дослідної роботи, співро- 
бітник Українського інституту 
національної пам'яті В. В'ятро- 
вич. Їх завданням, зокрема, було 
ознайомитися із документами про 
Романа Шухевича в архіві «Яд Ва- 
шем». Зустріч із керівництвом 
«Яд Вашем» на чолі з директором 
Авнером Шалевом відбулася 28 
лютого у Єрусалимі. 


ЛІГА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
ЛІГА УКРАЇНОК КАНАДИ 
КОНГРЕС УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ, ВІДДІЛ В ЕДМОНТОНІ 
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В архіві ізраїльського меморіального 
комплексу "Яд Вашем" немає досьє 
на Романа Шухевича 


Українська сторона передала 
представникам меморіального 
комплексу копії документів з 
архіву СБУ, які розповідають про 
ситуацію у Львові влітку 1941 р. 
та матеріали КДБ про те, як тво- 
рилася легенда про участь баталь- 
йону «Нахтігаль» в антиєврей- 
ських акціях. 

У відповідь ізраїльська сторона 
заявила, що не готова передати 
матеріали про Романа Шухевича 
із власних архівів, оскільки вони 
не зібрані в окремий комплекс, 
можуть бути розкидані по всьому 
архіву, для їх віднайдення потрібна 
спеціальна тривала дослідницька 
робота, - - зазначив Директор Me— 
моріального комплексу «Яд Ва- 
шем» Авнер Шалев. 

Згодом Директор архівного де- 
партаменту «Яд Вашем» Хаїм 
Гертнер підтвердив, що жодного 
досьє на Шухевича в архіві немає, 
а Йосеф Лапід, який повідомляв 
про його існування, не є співро- 
бітником архіву. 

Підставою для закидів щодо 
участі Шухевича в антиєврейсь- 
ких акціях є передані українській 
стороні Директором архівного 
департаменту «Яд Вашем» Хаї- 
мом Гертнером дві невеличкі пап-- 
ки із копіями документів обсягом 
7118 аркушів. 

Перша з них містила копію 
протоколу допиту КГБ одного із 
старшин УПА Луки Павлишина 
від 13 травня 1986 року, де міс- 
тяться лише загальні фрази про 
участь «Нахтігалю» в «знищенні 
радянських людей». У цій же 
папці подані свідчення Ярослава 
Шпиталя (він, як і Лука Пав- 
лишин, ніколи не служив у «Нах-- 
тігалі»), у яких більш детально 
розповідається про «злочини» yK— 
раїнських націоналістів. Згаданий 
документ відомий історикам, адже 
свідчення Шпиталя ще в 1960 році 
були опубліковані в радянській 
пропагандистській брошурі 
«Криваві злочини Оберлендера». 
Інформація про те, як робилися ці 
свідчення за вказівками КГБ, 
була оприлюднена 6 лютого 2008 
року на громадських історичних 
слуханнях СБУ «Звинувачення 
проти «Нахтігалю» - історична 
правда чи політичні технології». 

Друга папка містить перекла-- 
дені німецькою мовою свідчення 
ще одного «героя» згаданої Opo— 
шури - Григорія Мельника, ко- 
лишнього вояка «Нахтігалю», 
який є в списку тих, кого згідно із 
вказівками КГБ від 13 листопада 
1959 року слід було «належно 
підготувати до допиту». Більше 
того, документи, віднайдені в ap— 
хіві СБУ, свідчать, що Григорій 
Мельник був завербований КГБ 
для участі у суді. Згодом саме 
його та Ярослава Шпиталя «свід-- 
чення» були використані як ос- 
новні на судовому процесі у 
Східній Німеччині, завданням 


YELLOW/HEAD J 
PET CEMETERY 


якого було скомпрометувати од- 
ного з німецьких командирів «Нах- 
тігалю» Теодора Оберлендера. 
«Отже, жодного досьє Ha Шу- 
хевича в архіві «Яд Вашем» немає, 
отримані від цієї установи копії 
документів є фрагментами мате-- 
ріалів, сфабрикованих КГБ, і в 
жодному разі не можуть бути 
основою для звинувачень проти 
Романа Шухевича. Інформаційна 
кампанія, спрямована на його 
дискредитацію, не має історичної 
основи і базується винятково на 
радянських пропагандистських 
матеріалах та сфабрикованих pa— 
дянською спецслужбою свідчен-- 
нях» -- наголосив Володимир 
В'ятрович. 

Один із найбільших масивів до- 
кументів про життя та діяльність 
Романа Шухевича, боротьбу ОУН 
та УПА загалом є у Галузевому 
державному архіві СБ України, 
який є відкритим для усіх зацікав-- 
лених дослідників, готових до He— 
упередженої оцінки визвольного 


руху. 


Довідка: 

6 грудня 2007 р. в ефірі 
«Німецької хвилі» Голова Ради 
Меморіалу «Яд Вашем» Йосеф 
Лапід оголосив сенсаційну но- 
вину: в архівах "Яд Вашем" 36e— 
рігається збірка документів, одер-- 
жана з німецьких та радянських 
джерел, які нібито вказують на 
причетність батальйону "Нах- 
тігаль" під проводом Шухевича до 
каральних операцій проти ци- 
вільного населення Львова улітку 
1941 року. "У нас є ціле досьє, 13 
якого випливає, що Шухевич був 
одним із причетних до масових 
вбивств. До цього часу українська 
сторона не зверталася до нас із 
проханням передати ці документи. 
Якщо таке прохання надійде, ду-- 
маю, ми його задовольнимо". Но- 
вина мала великий інформаційний 
резонанс - про неї писали ук- 
раїнські та зарубіжні газети, пові-- 
домляли радіостанції та теле- 
канали. 

Саме це твердження стало 
стрижнем інформаційної кампанії 
проти присвоєння Головному 
командиру УПА Роману Шухе- 
вичу звання Героя України. Деякі 
ЗМІ писали про "загадкове He— 
бажання української сторони 
ознайомитися із згаданим досьє, її 
мовчання з цього приводу". Хоча 
з українського боку мовчання як 
раз і не було: вже 18 грудня 
офіційного листа із проханням 
ознайомитися із матеріалами 
досьє надіслав Державний комітет 
архівів України, через кілька днів 
аналогічного листа від Україн- 
ського інституту національної 
пам'яті було передано через 
заступника міністра закордонних 
справ Ізраїлю. Жодної відповіді на 
ці листи за понад два місяці не 
отримано. 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


Carl & Janice Коре 


Ph: (780) 903-0740 
(780) 795-2629 


www.yellowheadpetcemetery.com 


Email: yhpet@telus.net 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, March 6 - 19, 2008, 6 - 19 березня, 2008 


UCC - APC President Daria Luciw (at the podium) introduces the four panellists. Seated Left to Right: Bill 


Donahue, Brad Smith, Hana Razga, Brian Dell. 


Happy Easter! 
Радісних Великодніх Свят! 


If you have questions or concerns 
please feel free to contact me: 


Karen Leibovici 
Councillor, Ward 1 


2nd Floor, 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
Edmonton, AB T5J 2R7 

Phone: 496-8120 Fax: 496-8113 
Email: karen.leibovici@ edmonton.ca 


Христос Воскрес! 
Christ is Risen! 


ED GIBBONS 


COUNCILLOR - WARD 3 
THE CITY OF EDMONTON 


PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


All four party reps pledge support 
for Holodomor bill at forum 


(UkrNews)—Representatives of all four major par- 
ties agreed to pass a bill commemorating the 1932-33 
Ukrainian Holodomor as genocide and setting aside the 
fourth Saturday of each November as a day of memo- 
rial, during an election forum co-sponsored by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Alberta Provincial 
Council and the Ukrainian Professional and Business 
Club of Edmonton, Feb. 26. 

Echoing the position previously endorsed by premier 
Ed Stelmach in response to the UCC-APC question- 
naire (the results of which were published in the previ- 
ous issue of Ukrainian News) Progressive Conserva- 
tive representative Bill Donahue (candidate for 
Edmonton-Centre) stated that since the government 
passed a bill establishing a Holocaust Memorial Day 
“T feel strongly that a similar piece of legislation to for 
a Holodomor as genocide day of remembrance should 
also be enacted,” adding that “this should be Bill | of 
the new legislation.” 

Liberal Brad Smith (candidate for Edmonton-High- 
lands-Norwood) noted that it was important to recog- 
nize the event not only so the rest of the world would 
know what happened, but also because of the effect it 
had on Alberta, which became home to many refugees 
from the former USSR. 

His own grandmother came to Alberta from Ukraine 
to escape from the horrors of the Stalinist regime, he 
added. 

New Democrat Hana Razga (candidate for 
Edmonton-Whitemud), herself a refugee from who 
came to Canada following the 1968 Soviet invasion of 
Czechoslovakia, said that since the Manitoba Legisla- 
ture introduced a bi-partisan bill recognising the 
Holodomor as genocide “there is obviously nothing pre- 
venting the Alberta NDP or any other party from doing 
the same.” 

She added that recognition of the Holodomor “should 
not be taken as diminishing the unspeakable tragedy 


Army reform hindered 


of the Holocaust, but rather as a reminder of ...our in- 
excusable inability to learn from the past.” 

Wildrose-Alliance representative Brian Dell (candi- 
date for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview) stressed the 
need to know the facts and the true history adding that 
“T don’t think that groups should be competing with 
each other for political influence and say we should 
recognize this or recognize that.” 

He said he has travelled through the former USSR 
and found all sorts of political manipulations which 
try to hide the truth about a number of atrocities com- 
mitted against Chechens, Tatars adding that the Ukrai- 
nian Holodomor was one of the greatest tragedies of 
the 20" century.” 

Three of the panelists — Donahue, Razga and Dell 
— came out in favour of an Alberta recruitment office 
to assist temporary foreign workers and help alleviate 
the abuses that happen within the system., as proposed 
by UCC — APC. 

Smith stated that Alberta is relying too much on for- 
eign workers, instead of getting people to immigrate here. 

“We don’t want to see people come here, make some 
money, then go away. We want them to stay,” he stated. 

Questions from the floor dealt with privacy issues, 
harmonizing relations with the United States and in- 
creasing Alberta government advertising in 
ethnocultural publications. 

All four panellists agreed advertising in ethnocultural 
publications should return to the level that it was dur- 
ing the administration of Peter Lougheed. 

Besides the four panellists, other candidates in at- 
tendance were: PCs Andrew Beniuk (Edmonton-High- 
lands-Norwood), Janice Sarich (Edmonton Decore) and 
David Dorward) Edmonton-Gold Bar); Liberal Hugh 
MacDonald (Edmonton-Gold Bar) and WAP’s Krysta 
Leddy (Edmonton-Ellerslie), Robert Leddy 
(Edmonton-Millwoods) and John Baloun (Edmonton- 
Rutherford). 


www.northlandpower.com 


2nd Floor, City Hall 


1 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2R7 

Ph (780) 496-8138 Fax (780) 496-8113 
Email ed.gibbons@edmonton.ca 
Website www.edmonton.ca 


Northland Power Inc. 
30 St. Clair Avenue West 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
МАУ 3A1 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The final switch of the Ukrainian Armed Forces 
to a contractual or volunteer basis, increasing the army’s military effi- 
ciency, and the resolution of the acute social problems of soldiers, could 
remain an unachievable task, Presidential Secretariat head Viktor Baloha 
said, Feb, 28. 

“Military reform plans are running up against the barrier of insufficient 
budget spending. As soon as the question of the acute need for additional 
assignations for the Ukrainian Armed Forces comes up, the cabinet dem- 
onstrates astonishing thrift. The reasons for such a position are political, 
rather than economic,” he said, commenting on the possible consequences 
of the Cabinet of Ministers refusing to foresee an increase in the spending 
for the army’s needs in amendments to the national budget for 2008. 


Will Ukraine have a new constitution? 


Cont. fromPage 7 
curity and Defense Council Secretary Raisa Bohatyryova; parliament 
speaker Arseny Yatsenyuk; his predecessors Volodymyr Lytvyn and Ivan 
Plyushch; and Communist leader Petro Symonenko. The NKS also in- 
cludes scientists and people’s deputies representing both the coalition 
and the opposition. 

People’s deputy Dmytro Tabachnyk, who is one of the representatives 
of the opposition Party of Regions (PRU) on the NKS, said that his party 
and the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc (B YuT) are against rewriting the consti- 
tution altogether. He said that the PRU and BYuT can only back new 
constitutional amendments. Another PRU deputy, Inna Bohoslovska, was 
more outspoken. She warmed that Yushchenko wants to strengthen the 
presidency “in accordance with the all-power-no-responsibility model 
like it was under [Yushchenko’s predecessor] Kuchma.” Symonenko also 
strongly disagreed with Yushchenko’s plan. 


So-Use Credit Union 


Your financial institution today and tomorrow ™ 


THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS FOR NOMINATING 
US, FOUR YEARS IN A ROW, ONE OF THE TOP THREE 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, AND THE ONLY CREDIT 
UNION, FOR THE BEST BUSINESS AND SERVICE 
CATEGORY. 


VISIT US TODAY AND 
EXPERIENCE OUR FRIENDLY AND 
SUPERIOR SERVICE 


Для всіх ваших фінансових потреб, ласкаво просимо звертатися до нас! 
2265 Bloor St. W., www.so-use.com 512 Bristol Rd. W. — Unit #1 
Toronto, ON М65 1P1 1-800-322-9274 Mississauga, ОМ L5R 371 
(416) 763-5575 (905) 568-9890 


Христос Воскрес! 
Воїстину Воскрес! 


Зі світлим Празником Христового 
Воскресення бажаємо веселих свят 
українському народові 
в Україні та Діяспорі, 
українським церквам і 
громадським організаціям. 


Конгрес Українців Канади 
Відділ в Кдмонтоні 


Prayers and best wishes 
from the 

Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky Institute 


of Eastern Christian Studies 


CHRIST IS RISEN! 
XPHCTOC BOCKPEC! 


Інст. східньо-християнських 
наук ім. Митр. Андрея 
Шептицького 

бажає Вам Веселих Свят у цей 
празник празників, Воскресіння 
нашого Господа, Бога 1 Спаса - 


Ісуса Христа 
ai? | 4 SAINT PAUL UNIVERSITY 
223 Main Street 


З Ottawa, ON KIS 1C4 
tel: 613-236-1393 (2332) fax: 613-782-3026 
ia. 


sheptytsky@ustpaul.ca 
Portrait Бу Rt. Rev. S.K. Pastukhiy 


UNIVERSITE SAINT-PAUL 


The Ukrainian Canadian Congress - 
Alberta Provincial Council extends our 
warmest wishes for a Happy Easter. 
Christ is Risen! 


Конгрес Українців Канади - Провінційна 
Рада Альберти вітає Вас з нагоди 
Воскресіння Христового. 
Христос Воскрес! 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress 


Alberta Provincial Council 
#8, 8103 - 127 Ave, Edmonton, Alberta Т5С 1R9 
Tel: 414-1624 
www.uccab.ca 
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Що не робить Тимошенко — все 
не подобається Ющенку. Чому? 


Тетяна Ярмощук, Радіо Свобода 

Інфляція, приватизація, газ та розрахунки за HbO— 
го... Президент так гостро критикує Уряд Тимо- 
шенко, як не критикував його навіть 2005 року. А 
тут ще п'ятеро депутатів, покидаючи лави «Нашої 
України», звинуватили керівництво партії у від- 
стоюванні інтересів іншої політичної сили. Читай -- 
БЮТ. Які хмари нависли над Юлією Тимошенко? І 
чи розродяться ці хмари блискавкою й громом? 

Що не робить Тимошенко - все не так, кажуть на 
Банковій. І знецінені вклади виплачує не так, і 
інфляцію встигла розкрутити за якихось півтора 
місяця, 1 приватизує не те й i He так... Перед візитом 
Тимошенко до Москви, 21 лютого, Президент 
закликав її не політизувати газові домовленості. А 
його Секретаріат попередив про неприпустимість 
спроб уряду переглянути газові домовленості, до- 
сягнуті Президентами. П'ятеро депутатів-нашо-- 
українців, покидаючи лави партії, звинуватили 
керівництво у надто великій приязності до Юлії 
Тимошенко. 

Такий крок нашоукраїнців пов'язаний із посилен-- 
ням позицій Тимошенко і бажанням послабити їх, 
вважає представник BIOTy Олег Ляшко: «Уряд за 
сприяння і допомоги парламентської коаліції BUKO— 
нує ті обіцянки, які давав людям. Це хвилює багато 
кого не лише у позитивному плані, але й у негатив- 
ному. Я пояснюю вихід цих депутатів якраз із 
намаганням послабити позиції уряду Тимошенко. От 
і висновки, кому це вигідно і для чого це робиться». 
Представник НУНСУ, екс-мер Києва Олександр 


Омельченко не виключає можливості зміни формату 
коаліції, на його думку, у цьому зацікавлений Пре-- 
зидент. Втім, на думку нунсівця Володимира Crpe— 
товича, уряду поки що нічого не загрожує: «Може 
статися, що більшості не буде, проте уряд працю- 
ватиме. Тому що більшість, відповідно, перефор- 
матована не буде, оскільки рішення про це фракція 
«Наша Україна» не ухвалить. У результаті буде діяти 
уряд Тимошенко, але не буде тієї більшості, яка буде 
допомагати у парламенті це робити. Знаєте, така 
подвійна ситуація буде, не буде сили, щоб змістити 
цей уряд, оскільки інша коаліція не буде створена, а 
з іншого боку не буде підтримки, тому буде тільки 
надія на ситуативне голосування». 

Під час першого прем'єрства Тимошенко її 
стосунки з Президентом Ющенком складалися не 
кращим чином. Але це її навчило діяти обережно, 
каже політичний експерт Тарас Березовець: «Тимо-- 
шенко багато чого винесла із ситуації трирічної 
давності, тому вона намагається не давати жодних 
приводів для критики. Через це існує неформальна 
заборона з боку Прем'єр-міністра членам уряду вис-- 
ловлювати будь-які зауваження на адресу Ющенка 
та Секретаріату. Тому ми бачимо лише випади з боку 
Банкової на адресу Кабінету Міністрів, натомість 
зворотної реакції практично не відбувається». 

Отже, Прем'єр Тимошенко сьогодні досвідченіша 
i дещо більш захищена. Але кількість фронтів, на 
яких їй доводиться змагатися, таки справляє 
враження. Причому наразі визначити, який з цих 
фронтів найбільш небезпечний, направду важко. 


Які ж результати сесії 
Комітету «Україна-ЄС»? 


Віталій Єреміца, Радіо Свобода 

27 лютого завершилася дводенна сесія міжпар- 
ламентського Комітету «Україна-ЄС». На ранко- 
вому засіданні з доповіддю виступив лідер опозицій- 
ної Партії регіонів Віктор Янукович. Він прибув до 
Брюсселя в надії зустрітися з Генсеком НАТО і 
переконати його в тому, що Україна не готова до 
вступу до альянсу. У перебігу сесії були порушені 
найактуальніші проблеми відносин двох сторін. 

Політики упродовж двох днів обговорювали полі- 
тичні та економічні аспекти розвитку двосторонніх 
відносин між Україною та Євросоюзом. Говорилося 
і про спрощений візовий режим, про боротьбу з 
корупцією, про визнання Голодомору 1932-33 років. 
Голова Верховної Ради Арсеній Яценюк під час 
дводенного робочого візиту до Брюсселя, зустрі- 
чаючись з європейськими високопосадовцями, вели- 
ку увагу приділив співпраці в енергетичній сфері. 
«Україна має навести лад у своїх енергоресурсах», 
- такий головний підсумок зустрічей Яценюка. 

Співголова міжпарламентського комітету з боку 
ЄС Адріан Северин закликав українських політиків 
до пошуку консенсусу у внутрішніх політичних 
конфліктах. Він додав, що в Україні тісно пов'язані 
бізнес та політика і що такі явища мають зникнути. 
Віктор Янукович у виступі перед членами міжпарла- 
ментського комітету зазначив, що європейська 


інтеграція є тим питанням, яке об'єднує українців. 
Він додав: якщо в угоді, яку мають підписати 
сторони, буде відсутня європейська перспектива для 
України, то така угода не матиме сенсу. 

Інтрига візиту Януковича до Брюсселя полягала в 
його бажанні зустрітися з Генеральним секретарем 
НАТО Яапом де Хоопом Схеффером. Очікувалося, 
що під час цієї зустрічі лідер української опозиції 
зробить спробу переконати альянс у тому, щоб на 
Бухарестському саміті зняли з розгляду питання 
приєднання України до плану дій щодо членства у 
НАТО. Проте в порядку денному керівника Альянсу 
місця для зустрічі з Януковичем не знайшлося. 

Із цього приводу Віктор Янукович сказав журналіс- 
там: «Буде чи не буде ця зустріч саме сьогодні, я вва- 
жаю це не є важливим. Ми перебуваємо в діалозі. На 
мій погляд, ця зустріч відбудеться обов'язково до самі- 
ту в Бухаресті. Якщо ж не відбудеться, то я буду розці- 
нювати це так: НАТО не готове сьогодні дати конкрет- 
ну відповідь на нашого листа, з яким ми звернулися до 
штаб-квартири. Це перше. Друге: можливо, є 
очікування того, яке рішення буде ухвалене в Україні 
у Верховній Раді під час розгляду цього питання..». 

Саме непорозуміння між українськими парла- 
ментарями щодо членства України в НАТО було 
офіційною причиною блокування роботи Верховної 
Ради з боку Партії регіонів і комуністів. 


У Музеї Авшвіц виділено приміщення 
для української експозиції 


(СКУ)--1 жовтня 2006 р. Світовий Конгрес 
Українців за ініціативою Світової Ліги Українських 
Політичних В'язнів звернувся до Президента 
України у справі виділення приміщення для 
української експозиції в музеї Авшвіц. У відповідь 
на це 14 листопада 2006 року Президент України 
Віктор Ющенко написав: "Хочу повідомити, що 
порушене Вами питання перебуває на моєму осо- 
бистому контролі. Міністерству закордонних справ 
були дані відповідні доручення опрацювати мож- 
ливість виділення приміщення на одному з поверхів 
14-го бараку для української експозиції". 

19 лютого 2007 року в Києві під час зустрічі 
Президента Світового Конгресу Українців Аскольда 
Лозинського з Міністром закордонних справ Укра - 
їни Володимиром Огризком було сказано про виді - 
лення місця для української еспозиції, а також про 
Te, що представником до Міжнародної ради Авшві - 
цу від України призначено Олександра Лисенка з Ін-- 


ституту історії при Національній Академії Наук Ук-- 
раїни. Крім України, до Міжнародної ради увійшли 
двадцять п'ять представників з таких країн, як 
Польща, Ізраїль, США, Німеччина, Франція i Велика 
Британія. 

3 березня 2008 р. Аскольд Лозинський знов мав 
зустріч і з Олександром Лисенком та його співпра- 
цівниками. Над українською екпозицією працюють 
представники Міністерства культури (Memopi— 
альний комплекс "Національний музей історії 
Великої Вітчизняної війни 1941-19457) ї Мініс- 
терства освіти (ТУНАНУ). Під час зустрічі було 
узгіднено рамки співпраці між Інститутом історії, 
Національним музеєм та Світовою Лігою Укра- 
їнських Політичних В'язнів, членом СКУ, у питанні 
виготовлення списків та підготовки матеріалів 
експозиції (документів, світлин і т. п.), що стосу-- 
ються перебування в концтаборі Авшвіц українсь-- 
ких політв'язнів так званої "Бандера-группе". 
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The immorta 


By Irena Koropenko 

(CUPP-Kyiv)— With a proud and 
perspicacious stare, the three meter 
bronze statue of Taras Shevchenko 
was unveiled on Dec. 8, 2007 in 
Shevchenko Square in Yalta by 
Natalka Bundza-Ivanytsky, widow 
of the late Wasyl Ivanytsky who car- 
ried out an international fundraising 
campaign to place yet another 
Shevchenko statue. 

Crimeans from Kerch, Theodosia, 
Alushta, Yalta, Saky, Sevastopol, 
Bakhchisaray, Simferopol and 
Eypatoria as well as participants 
from Kyiv, Lviv, Ivano Frankivsk, 
and Toronto travelled to the pearl of 
the Black Sea to witness the unveil- 
ing. The ceremonies were opened 
with the singing of the national an- 
thems of Ukraine and the autono- 
mous republic of Crimea by the Yalta 
Marching Orchestra. Welcoming re- 
marks were given by Prime Minis- 
ter of Crimea, Anatoliy Hrytsenko; 
Speaker of the Crimean Parliament, 
Victor Plakyde; representative of 
President Victor Yushchenko, 
Volodymyr Khomen-ko; and Mayor 
of Yalta, Serhij Brayko. Additional 
greetings were delivered by the Di- 
rector of the Shevchenko Foundation 
of Ukraine, Orest Kosyk; President 
of the Crimean Foundation of Taras 
Shevchenko, Bohdan Vuyko; Com- 
mander of the Ukrainian Registered 
Cossacks, Anatoliy Shevchenko; and 
the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Ukrainian Registered Cossaks, 
Anatoliy Franczuk. A representative 
of the Berehynia of Yalta, Natalia 
Charochnykovoy a Councilor of the 
City of Yalta, brought greetings as 
well as Elena Hazyzovoy, Director 
of the Ukrainian School of Yalta. Di- 
rector of the Canada-Ukraine Parlia- 
mentary Program, Шог Bardyn, of 
Toronto brought greetings on behalf 
of the Ukrainian Canadian commu- 
nity. 
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Natalka Bundza-Ivanytsky speaking at unveiling ceremony. 
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Shevchenko monument 


| Shevchenko in Yalta 
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During the unveiling ceremony 
the Yalta Marching Orchestra played 
Mykola Lysenko’s “Molytva Za 
Ukrayinu”. Following the unveiling, 
a literary musical program took 
place in the square. Shevchenko’s 
poems were recited by students of 
the Ukrainian Gymnasium of Yalta 
and the bandura ensemble of the 
Crimean State Humanitarian Uni- 
versity performed, “Vitre Buynyy” 
and other compositions. Students of 
the Levadia School recited addi- 
tional Shevchenko poems and the 
musical program was rounded out 
by performances of bandura en- 
sembles from Lviv and Saky. 

Shevchenko Square, the home of 
the latest statue to Taras Shevchenko 
is located on Moscow Blvd. which 
runs parallel to Kyiv Blvd. in the 
centre of Yalta. Yalta now joins such 
prominent locations which house 
statues and tributes to Taras 
Shevchenko such as Buenos Aires, 
Washington, Winnipeg, Paris, Mos- 
cow, St. Petersburg, Toronto, New 
York, Kyiv, Luhansk and Encarna- 
cion, Tbilisi, Montreal, Curitiba and 
Lviv. In the weeks preceding the 
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unveiling ceremony, the local Yalta 
newspapers carried articles about 
the unknown Shey-chenko and 
about the unveiling ceremony. The 
articles dealt with the controversial 
depiction by the Soviet regime of 
Shevchenko as an older, grandfa- 
therly figure, despite the fact that 
Shevchenko was only 47 at the time 
of his death. The Yalta monument, 
which was originally designed by 
Canadian Leo Mol, is that of a proud 
and young poet with a determined 
and knowing vision, almost antici- 
pating the trials which his homeland 
would continue to experience even 
after his death, yet understanding 
that his poetry would be the heart 
and soul of a nation which would 
eventually prevail. It should be 
noted that the majority of the Yalta 
Municipal Council, who are mem- 
ber of the Party of Regions, stood 
by the decision to install the 
Shevchenko monument in Shev- 
chenko Square and there is now 
movement to rename the street on 
which Shevchenko Square is located 
to Shevchenko Blvd. It would be ap- 
propriate that the next statue of 
Shevchenko be installed in the tra- 
ditional Ukrainian lands of Kuban. 
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wishes every 


З радісним днем Христового Воскресення бажаємо 
всім нашим клієнтам, працівникам та цілому 
українському суспільству веселих Свят. 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


FAMILY DENTIST 
#101, 10910 - 105 Ave 
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BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


best of the Easter season. 
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Радісних Свят Христового Воскресення 
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| UKRAINIAN РУЗАМКА FESTIVAL 2008 © 


кри У РРО 

» 3 Great Grandstand Shows 
» Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the Catholic Church in Alberta 
» Three Days of Ukrainian Dance Competitions 
» Ukrainian Band Performances All Weekend 
» Evening Zabava / Beer Gardens 
¢ Trace Your Roots Map Work 
» Expanded Pioneer Demonstrations 
¢ Folk Art Display and Hall of Honour 

Display Yarmarok - Trade Show 
¢ Pioneer Family Recognition 
¢ Ukrainian Music Hall of Honour 
AND MUCH MORE 


Vegreville Cultural Association 
Box 908, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 151; Ph/Fax: (780) 632-2777 
e-mail: vegrevillefestival.ca 
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Chartered Accountants 


WE WILL HEL? YOU GET THE VALUE TOU DESERVE THROUGH OUR FULL RANGE OF SERVICES 


Call Today for your FREE 
Initial Consultation! 


Christ is Risen 


HAPPY EASTER 


to all our members from the Board of Directors, Management and Staff 
of Carpathia Credit Union. 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


Happy Easter! 
Христос Воскрес! 


Найкращі вітання сердечні побажання зі Світлим Празником 


Христового Воскресіння всім нашим членам від Дирекції, 
ерсоналу Ощадно-Кредитової Спілки Карпатія! 


Правління і 
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(Ukrainian Journal)—New dis- 
agreements emerged between Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko and Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko on Feb. 
25, now over the government’s eco- 
nomic policy and planned anti-in- 
flationary measures, with presiden- 
tial officials criticizing the govern- 
ment over a spike in inflation. 

Ukraine’s inflation was rising fast 


USE 
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT TICKETMASTER 


(MASI) —For the seventh year іп a row, the Sheptytsky 
Institute of Eastern Christian Studies in Ottawa collabo- 
rated with the Museum of Civilization in Gatineau to cel- 
ebrate Theophany in the historic St. Onuphrius Church. 

Located in the Museum’s Canada Hall, St. Onuphrius 
is a historic building from Smoky Lake, Alberta. 
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over the past six months, but it ac- 
celerated in January after the 
Tymoshenko’s government started 
making massive payments bailing 
out millions of people on failed So- 
viet-era bank deposits. 

The measures, submitted by the 
government to the Yushchenko of- 
fice, apparently contain a number of 
controversial administrative regula- 
tions aimed at keeping consumer 
prices under control. 

“We believe that administrative 
measures are not the solution,” Ro- 
man Zhukovskiy, the head of the 
economic department at the 
Yushchenko office, said Monday. 
“Now these trends get further devel- 
opment.” 

Ukraine’s consumer prices accel- 
erated to 2.9% on the month in Janu- 
ary, up from 2.1% in December 
2007, pushing the year-on-year in- 
flation in January to a whopping 
19.4%, according to the State Sta- 
tistics Committee. 

Yushchenko, who called the infla- 
tion “very serious,” demanded a 
concerted effort from the govern- 
ment and from the National Bank 
of Ukraine to stop the inflationary 
pressure. The president specifically 


About 90 faithful joined Fr. Stephen Wojcichowsky, Director of the Sheptytsky Institute for the water blessing at the 
Museum of Civilization overlooking the Ottawa River and Parliament Hill. He is assisted by Frs. Peter Galadza, 
Andrew Onuferko and Andriy Chirovsky from the Sheptytsky Institute along with Frs. Andrei Kachur and Michael 
Kwiatkowski from Holy Spirit Seminary and Deacon Danylo Kuc, a graduate student of the Institute. 


Water blessed at Museum of Civilization 


It was originally constructed in 1907 and generously 
donated by its congregation and moved to Ottawa where 
it was reconsecrated during the exhibit opening in 1996. 

The afternoon began with the celebration of Divine 
Liturgy in the Church, before processing through the 
Museum to the outdoor water blessing. 


Yushchenko knocks gov’t economic policies 


warned the government against us- 
ing administrative tools. 

But the government’s anti-infla- 
tionary plan contains a number of 
administrative measures, including 
controls on prices of power, natural 
gas and water supplies to house- 
holds, according to a person famil- 
iar with the plan. 

The plan also anticipates keeping 
budget the deficit within 2% of the 
GDP this year, which is in line with 
Yushchenko’s demand, and easing 
imports of some goods, such as grain 
and gasoline, to allow greater com- 
petition and to drive prices down, 
the person said. 

But the plan doesn’t call for curb- 
ing social payments, the feature of 
the Tymoshenko government pro- 
gram that independent economists 
say is probably the main reason be- 
hind the rising inflation this year. 

The developments put greater 
pressure on the NBU to hike its key 
interest rates again this year, follow- 
ing a dramatic two-percentage-point 
increase in early January to 10%. 

But further interest rate hikes, to- 
gether with monetary policy tight- 
ening, may stifle economic growth, 
Zhukovskiy said. 


Ukraine to assist Belarus in 
construction of nuclear plant 


(RFE/RL)— After meeting with his Ukrainian counterpart Oleksandr 
Turchynov in Minsk, Belarusian First Deputy Prime Minister Uladzimir 
Syamashka said on Feb. 29 that Ukraine will assist Belarus in building its 
first nuclear power plant, Belapan and RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service re- 
ported. 

Syamashka said that the Kyiv-based Energoproyekt research institute 
will help Belarusian experts to select an appropriate site for the plant and 
that the Belarusian authorities also intend to buy some equipment for the 
plant from Ukraine. 

The Belarusian Security Council in mid-January made "ап ultimate po- 
litical decision” regarding the construction of a nuclear power plant in the 
country and President Alyaksandr Lukashenka called for speeding up the 
necessary preparations. According to Belarusian authorities, the plant will 
cost $4 billion and is expected to start operating in 2018. 

Ukraine to assist Belarus in construction of nuclear power plant 
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taste (lee a 
OPEN 11:30 A.M. FOR EASTER SUNDAY DINNER 
RESERVE NOW 453-2040 www.tasteofukraine.com 


| ХРИСТОС BOCKPEC! | 

HAPPY EASTER! | 
З ВЕЛИКОЮ РАДІСТЮ I ВЕСНОЮ 

ВІТАЄМО УКРАЇНСЬКУ ГРОМАДУ. 


Бажаємо щастя i всього добра членам 
та прихильникам які невтомно і 
добровільно допомагають здійснювати 
завдання i проєкти ССУК. 

We wish happiness and all success to all 
benefactors and volunteers who help us to 


PHOTOS — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Premier Ed Stelmach talks with seniors at St. Michael’s Millennium Pavilion, Feb. 29. 


Stelmach visits Ukrainian seniors 


(UkrNews)—Premier Ed Stel- 
mach visited seniors at the Millen- 
nium Pavilion Seniors’ Lodge of the 
St. Michael’s Health Group in 
Edmonton, Feb. 29. 

After shaking hands and exchang- 


East Central Alberta as the young- 
est of five children, separated by 20 
years in age span. 

He said that since many of them 
had gone through difficult years 
with the Depression and two world 


meeting the premier. She didn’t like 
Ralph Klein, but thinks Stelmach is 
a decent man, more humane than the 
former premier. 

Con Popescul, who introduced 
himself to Stelmach as “Popsicle,” 


accomplish our programs and projects. 


| Радісних Великодніх Свят! 


ing greetings with the seniors, the 
premier spoke of his own back- 
ground, having been raised on a 
farm in the Andrew community of 


wars, they understood the impor- 
tance of going out to vote. 

“T like everything about him,” said 
2) seco Nettie Kostaschen after 


З a ЕМАЛІ о ks 
Marie Stelmach (left) talks with St. Michael’s volunteer, Nina Krawec, a 
Grade Five student at St. Martin's Ukrainian Bilingual Program, and her 
aunt, Christine Teterenko, Director, Fund Development & Communica- 
tions, St. Michael’s Health Group (centre). 


Yushchenko says new 
constitution can be adopted 
without parliament 


(RFE/RL)—President Viktor Yushchenko has said that the Ukrainian 
nation, as the only source of power in Ukraine, is able to determine its 
constitutional order by approving the constitution, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service reported on Feb. 23. 

Yushchenko said that the new constitution should first be approved by 
the Verkhovna Rada and then proposed by the president to a national ref- 
erendum. 

“T believe that the current Verkhovna Rada ...will adopt by a constitu- 
tional majority the new version of the constitution before it will be pro- 
posed for a referendum,” he said. 

However, Yushchenko did not exclude the possibility that a constitu- 
tional referendum could be held on civic initiative if the parliament fails 
to agree on the entire and integral version of the new constitution. 

In late December 2007, Yushchenko initiated the creation of the Na- 
tional Constitutional Council in order to prepare a new constitution. 

He recently approved the personal composition of the council, which 
includes nearly 100 representatives of local governments, parliamentary 
factions, scientists, and human rights defenders. 

Yushchenko, who himself heads the council, insists that the new consti- 
tution should strengthen the authority of the president, whose mandate 
comes from being directly elected, and shift the role of parliament toward 
participating in the distribution of power, rather than operating with the 
status of “the most important institution of state power.” 


is also a big Stelmach backer. 

“T like his straightforwardness and 
his honesty. And he hasn’t run any- 
pe down in the opposition. He is 
determined to do what he knows 
best for everybody all the time.” 

Stelmach visited a number of se- 
nior citizen’s homes during the cam- 
paign. 

He stopped by the Ukrainian 
Dnipro Senior Citizen’s Home, lo- 
cated two blocks from the Ukrainian 
Orthodox St. John’s Cathedral on 
March 2. The Ukrainian Dnipro Se- 
nior Citizen’s Home is run by the 
Dnipro-Selo Housing Society. 

The Millennium Pavilion Seniors’ 
Lodge is a housing option for the 
elderly and infirm who wish to live 
in an independent apartment-type 
setting with full services. It com- 
menced operation on Арпії 1, 1990. 
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3819 Sunset Street, Burnaby B, a V56 1T4 
tel: 604-430-6789 || Тої| free: 1-877-430-6789 
e-mail: Myrnatravel@shaw.ca 


Join Myrna and Lyuba, our specialist from Ivano-Frankivsk 
for amemorable tour of Ukraine. Enjoy the fresh air of the 
Carpathian Mountains and the sunlit beaches on the Black Sea. 
Bring your past into the present with a fascinating insight into 
the lives of your ancestors. Architecture. History. Scenery. 
The spirit of the Ukrainian people. Experience it. 


29 April - 25 May 2008 
Western Ukraine and Cruise 
02 June - 19 June 2008 
Western Ukraine 

22 July - 16 August 2008 
Western Ukraine and Cruise 


BC Registration 32268 


(780) 473-5621 

Long Term Care Centre 
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ЕДМОНТОНСЬКИЙ ХОР ДНІПРО 
ВОХ 1271 

EDMONTON , ALBERTA 
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В день світлого Воскресіння 
Писанка Вкраїнська сяє 
Віра нашого спасіння 
Дзвоном празника лунає. 
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Едмонтон 


Мистецький давеєтор-- Mapa ea 
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ФОТО -- РОМАН ПЕТРІВ 


Дочка диригента Хору "Дніпро", Марії Дитиняк, Галина Дитиняк, дарує своїй мамі квіти при кінці 


концерту "Дніпра" в Монреалі. 


Чарівне свято українського 
музичного мистецтва в Монреалі 


Валентина Голяш 

17 лютого у концертному залі 
Полак Голл консерваторії універ- 
ситету Мак Гилл у Монреалі від- 
булося свято української музики. 

Понад триста присутніх із оче- 
видною насолодою слухали пер- 
лини хорової української класики 
трьох століть та трови сучасних 
композиторів! українського мис- 
тецтва обох континентів. 

Із багатою концертною програ- 
мою вперше завітав до міста на 
королівський горі хор Дніпро з 
Едмонтону під керівництвом Ма- 
рії Дитиняк. У стінах Alma Mater 


202-952 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB R2W 3P4 
Tel: (204)944-9128 Fax: (204) 944-9135 


Toll Free: 1-866-524-5314 


Website: www.shevchenkofoundation.com 


Христос Воскрес? 
Воїстину Воскрес! 


Рада Директорів 


Андрій Гладишевський О.С. 
Ярема Келебай 


Софія Качор Томас Бодей 


Богдан Галькевич 
Олег Герус 
Борис Балан 


маестро Дитиняк диригувала 
«Приїдіте поклонімся» Березов- 
ського, перший концерт Веделя, 
другий концерт Бортнянського. У 
першому відділенні звучали також 
твори Січинського, Лисенка, Ле- 
онтовича, Людкевича, Козицького 
та Філярета Колеси. Особливо 
глядачі відзначили колискову в 
обробці Кошиця «Ой ходить сон 
коло вікон». Перший відділ кон- 
церту завершив із притаманною 
йому елегантністю монреальсь- 
кий фортепянний дует у складі 
Люби та Іренея Жуків. Піаністи 
як завджи майстерно, натхненно i 
емоційно виконували твори Юрія 
Фіяли, Евгена Станковича та Ігора 
Білогруда. 

У другому відділенні прозву- 
чали чарівні хорові твори 20 сто- 
ліття Ігоря Шамо, Анатолія Кос- 
Анатольського, Георгія Майбо- 
роди та інших видатних сучасних 
композиторів. Кульмінаційним 
моментом концерту стало вико- 
нання думи Віктора Мужчіля на 
слова Тетяни Шаповаленко «Вми- 
рала річка». Ми стали свідками і 
учасниками того рідкісного яви- 
ща, коли співпадають найтонші 
емоційні вібрації всіх присутніх і 
однією велетенською хвилею під- 
носять виконавців і слухачів до 
омріяних всіма митцями висот ду- 
ховного єднання у магічному світі 
музичних та поетичних образів. 

Палкими оваціями прощалися 
монреальці з едмонтонськими спі- 
ваками, висловлючи свою вдяч- 
ність за пречудовий вечір, за пере- 
житі моменти збагачуючого під- 


несення... 
Немає потреби писати про 

одностайне захоплення присутніх, 

висловлюване суперлативами. 
Меццо- сопрано, керівник мон- 
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10180-101 Street 
Edmonton, Alta, Canada T5J 3V5 
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Fraser Milner Casgrain 
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реальського українського хору 
Відлуння Галина Ваверчак відзна- 
чила відвагу художнього керів- 
ника аматорського хору, що при- 
віз такий складний репертуар. 
Особливо її вразила щирість співу 
солістів та чудове звучання хору 
в творах Лисенка, Кощиця, Леон- 
товича, Козицького. Співачка і 
хорова диригентка Марійка Чолій 
особливо була вражена звучанням 
жіночих партій та високим рівнем 
солоспіву. Пані Марійка також із 
великою повагою підкреслила 
диригентську майстерність Марії 
Дитиняк. Особливо важливим, на 
думку монреальської диригентки, 
є зусилля колективу популяризу- 
вати українську музику. На цьому 
фронті неможливо, як підкреслює 
пані Чолій, переоцінити також 
роль Заслужених артистів Ук- 
раїни, добровільних посланців 
сучасного українського музично- 
го мистецтва в Канаді та і в усьому 
світі - дуету Люби та Іренея Жу- 
ків. Вони, як наголосила Марійка 
Чолій, завжди обирають до свого 
репертуару прекрасні і дуже 
складні твори видатних українсь- 
ких композиторів, виконуючи їх 
із надзвичайною майстерністю. 

Популяризація української 
музики - це не єдина заслуга перед 
мистецтвом цих чудових музи- 
кантів і педагогів. Їх досягнення 
відзначають не лише в українській 
громаді. Дует концертує на най- 
відоміших сценах у Канаді і в сві- 
ті. Нещодавно у Монреалі завер- 
шився перший фестиваль юних 
піаністів названий на честь Люби 
Жук. Тож виступ дуєту Жуків у 
стінах рідного університету разом 
із хором Дніпро став родзинкою 
чарівного свята українського 
музичного мистецтва. 


Direct Dial (780) 423-7273 
Fax (780) 423-7276 
andrew.hladyshevsky @fmc-law.com 
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Grindrod’s new priest grew і Hearing Care Clinic 


By Leah Blain 

The saying goes whenever a bell 
rings an angel gets his wings, but in 
Grindrod, the joyful sound of bells 
was focused on something a little 
closer to earth. 

The Eparch (Bishop) for British 
Columbia Ken Nowakowski in- 
stalled a new parish priest Andrzej 
Wasylinko. Wasylinko moved from 
Kamsack, Sask., but he is originally 
from Wegorzewo, Poland. 

Although his family is Ukrainian, 
Wasylinko grew up in Poland as his 
parents, along with other Ukraini- 
ans, were forcibly moved there af- 
ter World War II. 

Wasylinko grew up under Com- 
munist rule where religion and cul- 
tural identification were discour- 
aged. Wasylinko said in many ways 
their culture was publicly sup- 
pressed. 

“You wouldn’t talk Ukrainian in 
the streets, only in the Church. You 
could go to church, but any kind of 
influential position, or even going 
to university — you had to belong 
to the Communist party.” 

During his years at college, 
Wasylinko used to stop by the chapel 
to pray for good grades. Eventually 
he realized he had a vocation to the 
priesthood. 

However, first came his manda- 
tory two years of service in the Pol- 
ish army. In 1989, as the power of 
the Soviet Union was crumbling, 
Wasylinko left for Austria where he 
lived as a year as a refugee. Al- 
though he lived in political limbo 
and in poverty, he loved to go to mu- 
seums, hear orchestras playing in the 
park and enjoyed just looking at 
things in the stores. Despite having 
no money in his pockets, Wasylinko 
enjoyed the beauty of his new sur- 
roundings. He laughs as he says, “I 
went window shopping everyday.” 

In 1990 Wasylinko arrived in 
Yorkton, Sask., thanks to a Ukrai- 
nian family who sponsored him. He 
said the greatest culture shock was 
going from Poland to Austria, but 
he still wasn’t quite ready for what 
he found in Saskatchewan. 


hs 


Bishop Ken Nowakowski with Fr. Andrij Wasylinko, 


"І had the idea of the western 
country from movies. It was kind of 
a shock.” Wasylinko said he soon 
grew to appreciate the country and 
the culture. 

“I saw beauty in a different con- 
cept than in Vienna.” He went to 
Ottawa to study in the seminary for 
five years. He became friends with 
Andriy Werbowy who would later 
become the parish priest in 
Kelowna. After ordination Wasy- 
linko was sent to Wadena, Sask. It 
was at a Catholic children’s summer 
camp where he met his future wife, 
Lidia. Ukrainian Rite priests, unlike 
Roman Rite priests, are allowed to 
marry prior to ordination. They were 
married in 2000 and now have four 
daughters: Sophia, 7; Anastasia, 5; 
Juliana, 3; and Teresa, five months. 

When Wasylinko heard the 
Vernon parish, with its mission 
church in Grindrod, was in need of 
a priest, he prayed to know if it was 
God’s will for him to serve there. 

He asked his eparch (bishop) in 
Saskatoon for permission to leave 
that eparchy in order to serve in Brit- 
ish Columbia. Permission was given 
and now he is working in “God’s 


Ukraine, Poland initial 
agreement on border traffic 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian Foreign Minister Volodymyr Ohryzko and his 
Polish counterpart Radoslaw Sikorski on March 4 in Warsaw initialed an 
agreement on the rules of local traffic within the Ukrainian-Polish border 
zone, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reported. 

The agreement is a step toward easing tensions that emerged after Po- 
land in December 2007 joined the Schengen free-transit zone. 

Ukrainian residents living in the 50-kilometer border zone have blocked 
checkpoints several times, demanding greater freedom of movement across 


the border. 


The agreement on local border traffic must be signed at the intergoy- 
ernmental level and approved by the parliaments of both countries. 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
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Finance & Tax Services 
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Alexandra Cybulsky 


| ph: 780-478-0207 
| cell: 780-952-4499 


fax: 780-644-0964 
email: cybal@shaw са 
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country.” 

Wasylinko was installed by 
Bishop Nowakowsk as priest of Sts. 
Peter and Paul in Grindrod on March 
1 and March 2 at the main parish of 
St. Josaphat in Vernon, B.C. 


® 
BMO о Bank of Montreal 


Taras Kichma 
Mortgage Specialist 


Available 24/7 


Cel: (780) 995-3426 

Tel: (780) 408-2196 

Fax: (780) 408-2197 
taras.kichma@bmo.com 


Вітаємо з нагоди Великого Празника 
Воскресіння Христового та 
бажаємо щастя, кріпкого здоров'я 
i всього найкращого. 


* Hearing Assessment 

* Digital Hearing Aids 

* Repairs & Batteries 

* Custom Ear Protection 

* Counselling & Rehabilitation 
* WCB, DVA & AADL 


| 191, Londonderry Mall 
| 137 Ave. & 66 St. 


To make an appointment call: 


(780) 413-8833 


Easter Greetings from 
the Board of Trustees & Staff of 


Edmonton Catholic Schools 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС" ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС 


"May Jesus, the 
Risen Lord fill your 
life with his power, 

with His light, and 
with His love for 

a Blessed Easter." 


as 


EDMONTON 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 


HAPPY EASTER! 


From all the staff and management at Heritage 
Frozen Foods Ltd. We wish you a Happy Easter 
full of good fun, good food, and good fortune. 


CHEEMO 


Canada's Favourite Perogy 


Heritage Frozen Foods Ltd. 


14615 124 Ave, Edmonton, AB T5L 3B2 


www.cheemo.com 


Христос Воскрес! Воїстину Воскрес! 


Радісних 
Свят 
Христового 


Воскресення! 


Українському народові в Діяспорі та Україні, українським 
Церквам, церковним, громадським 1 політичним 
організаціям та нашому членству 1 прихильникам 
бажають 
Організації Українського Державницького Фронту при 
Домі Української Молоді в Едмонтоні 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


З нагоди Світлого Празника 
Воскресіння Господа Нашого 
Ісуса Христа вітаю всю 
єпархію, священство, 
духовенство, боголюбивих вірних 
і організації та засилаю 

всім найщиріші побажання 
багато ласк від 

Воскреслого Христа. 


+ Давид Мотюк 
Єпарх Едмонтонський 


CHRIST IS RISEN! 


On the feast of the glorious Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, Easter greetings to our hierarchy, clergy, religious, 
and faithful and our sincerest best wishes for a happy and 
holy Easter! 


May the Risen Christ Bless You All! 


+ David Motiuk 
Eparch of the Edmonton Eparchy 


Централя Українців Католиків 
Едмонтонської Кпархії 


AKQ“(Oy'Y, Зі світлим празником 
SA » 7 Христового Воскресення 
== i 


єї; щиро вітає голову Помісної 
| « | Української Католицької 
Церкви, Блаженішого 
Патріярха Любомира, 
Високопреосвященного 
Митрополита Лаврентія, 
нашого Преосв. Кир Давида 
Мотюка, Епарха Едмонтон- 
ського, усе Духовенство, 
Чернецтво, Мирян, Проводи і 
Членство Українських Громадських, Організацій та 
Інституцій та ввесь Український Нарід у світі. 
Оля Глусь, голова Централі 
Радомир Білаш, голова BY KK 
Варвара Глусь, голова ЛУКЖК 


Наміся Глусь, голова УКЮК 
Вілліям Лапчук, Лицарі Колюмба 


UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC COUNCIL 
Edmonton Eparchy 


In celebration of Christ's Resurrection we wish the 
Ukrainian community a happy and blessed Easter. 


Olga Hlus, UCCC President 
Radomir Bilash, UCBC President 
Barbara Hlus, UCWLC President 

Namisha Hlus, UCYC President 
William Lapchuk, Knights of Columbus 


Планчак, о. мітрат Василь Гупало, Григорій Варва. 


25-річчя «В 
Катедральн 


Петро Саварин 

25 років минуло, як батогом тріснув: 16 лютого 
2008 р. парафія св. сщм. Йосафата пишною вечерою 
i святочною програмою відзначила 25- річчя Катед- 
ральної авдиторії (залі) i Дому для сеньйорів «Вер- 
ховина». Дивним збігом обставин, бо точно 30 років 
тому, і то до дня!, 16 лютого 1978 р. був теж заре- 
єстрований статут «Верховини», який підписали: 
Владика Кир Димитрій, о. парох мітрат Юрій Ко- 
вальський, Петро Кул, Михайло Шевчук, Федір Па- 
пірник, Марія Семків, Зоня Прийма, Петро Саварин 
і д-р Віктор Байрак. А о. мітрат Василь Гупало під- 
писав статут як свідок. Цікаве є це, що ці ж самі 
особи, протягом 5-ти років, творили т.зв. будівель- 
ний комітет, з тим, що на місце о. мітрата Коваль- 
ського на сходини часто приходив Олекса Брода, а 
перша офіційна Дирекція «Верховини» перед від- 
криттям 1983 р. була затверджена у складі: Михайло 
Шевчук - голова, Кир Димитрій Грещук, Федір 
Папірник, Петро Кул, Петро Саварин, Марія Семків 
i Ед Костишин. 

На святкування прилетів із Вінніпегу сам Митро- 
полит, Преосвященний Кир Лаврентій, а із Британ- 
ської Колюмбії - недавно висвячений Владика Кир 
Кен Новаковський. Вони ж і відправили, в сослу- 
женні із о. парохом Михайлом Планчаком i о. міт- 
ратом Василем Гупалом, благодарственну літургію. 
Дуже відповідну до цієї річниці проповідь в церкві 
виголосив Митрополит Лаврентій, Після літургії у 
Катедральній авдиторії відбулася святкова вечеря, 
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ФОТО — ДЖОАНА ВАРВА 
При головнім столі зліва на право: Преосвященний Митрополит Кир Лаврентій, о. парох Михайло 


ерховини» і 
ої авдиторії 


із програмою, якою вміло керував Григорій Варва. 
Вечеря почалася молитвою, яку провів о. мітрат 
Василь Гупало. Сердечний привіт Прем'єра Едварда 
Стельмаха в їмені Провінції прочитала Віра Кра- 
вець, від Едмонтону тепло, як звичайно, говорив мер 
міста Стівен Мандел, а від Альбертської адмініс- 
трації «Домів для сеньйорів» Лорета Бертол. Заки 
стали вечеряти, досить велика орхестра двомовної 
школи св. Мартина заграла кілька популярних укра- 
їнських пісень. 

Після смачної вечері, один із членів -основників, 
Петро Саварин, двомовно але коротко розказав хто 
і як, так би мовити, ставив фундаменти під 
«Верховину» i парафіяльну залю. Від парафії при- 
вітав всіх о. парох Планчак, від Дирекції «Верхо- 
вини» Ед Гладуневич, а завідуючий Домом Ед 
Бойчук, з гумором, від мешканців Дому сеньйорів. 
В дальшій програмі з кількома піснями виступив 
«Триптих», у складі Одеси Атвуд і сестер Олі й Ірени 
Планчак. Свій виступ «Триптих» закічив традицій- 
ною піснею «Де згода в родині», разом із всіми при- 
сутніми. Далі Джонатан Глусь заграв кілька мелодій 
на цимбалах. Акомпан'ювала п-і Деніс Луцишин, 
кол. диригентка пар. хору. На кінець, в імені непри- 
сутнього Єрарха Кир Давида, з гумором привіт зло- 
жив Владика Кен, а господар подякував комітетові 
за організацію річниці, господиням за вечерю, Марті 
Суса за прибрання залі а учасникам за їх участь. 
Закінчилося святкування молитвою о. Теодосія 
Мачинського і благословенням Митрополита. 


Чому сімферопольська міліція дозволила 
екстремістам зірвати презентацію книги про УПА? 


Володимир Притула, Радіо Свобода 

25 лютого 2008 - Минулої суботи у Сімферополі 
мало відбутися представлення книги останнього 
головного командира Української Повстанської 
Армії Василя Кука. Однак близько півтора десятка 
активістів Партії регіонів і Російського блоку увір- 
валися до приміщення, де проходила зустріч органі- 
заторів акції із журналістами, і криками та погро- 
зами примусили скасувати презентацію. При цьому 
міліція в конфлікти фактично не втручалася 1 таким 
чином не забезпечила конституційне право громадян 
на мирні зібрання. До речі - уже не вперше. Чому? 

«Ваша презентація — туфта, це ви робіть собі на 
Западенщині, а не в Криму! Ми вам забороняємо 
проводити пропаганду націоналізму!» - крики, 
лайка, свист і дудіння. Таким чином активісти Партії 
регіонів і Російського блоку «дискутували» з органі- 
заторами презентації у Сімферополі книги остан- 
нього головного командира Української Повстан- 
ської Армії Василя Кука «УПА у запитаннях 1 
відповідях». 

Кілька депутатів Верховної Ради Криму 1 Сімфе- 
ропольської міськради від Блоку «За Януковича!» 
зі своїми прихильниками спробували відібрати і 
книжки. Їх не зупинив заклик одного з організаторів 
презентації Василя Овчарука до офіцерів міліції 
припинити безчинства екстремістів. 

Втім, правоохоронці тут «відморозилися»: «Від- 
повідальність буде на вас, що ви не змогли забез- 
печити навіть найпростіший порядок!» — «На нас — 
лише охорона громадського порядку!», - такою була 
відповідь офіцера Василю Овчаруку. При цьому 
жоден із 5-6 присутніх у приміщенні правоохоронців 
не перешкоджав зловмисникам у їхніх діях, ніхто 
не зробив жодного зауваження нападникам. 

Коли ж я звернувся до підполковника міліції з 
проханням пояснити, чи справді правоохоронці 


забезпечують таким чином правопорядок, то отри- 
мав ще дивнішу відповідь: «Ви перешкоджаєте спів- 
робітнику міліції в охороні громадського порядку! 
Відійдіть, будь ласка!» 

Начальник Центру громадських зв'язків Головного 
Управління МВС України в Криму Олександр 
Домбровський пояснив таку поведінку право- 
"охоронців тим, що у нас країна вільна, тож вільні 
громадяни можуть заходити на відкриті заходи, і 
міліція їм не має права перешкоджати. 

«Там якогось фізичного конфлікту не було. Кон- 
флікт був лише словесний. Єдине, що можуть зро- 
бити організатори, - це подати до суду на конк- 
ретних людей, які в перебігу словесної перепалки 
перешкоджали проведенню заходу», - заявив 
представник кримського главку міліції. 

Слід сказати, що це не перший випадок, коли 
правоохоронці не можуть протистояти екстре- 
містськи налаштованим представникам кримської 
влади. Так було й у вересні минулого року, коли 
комуністи силою зірвали дві прес-конференції, 1 в 
листопаді, коли ті ж комуністи фізично переш- 
кодили проведенню «круглого столу» про Голодомор 
і політичні репресії в Криму. Один з організаторів 
цього «круглого столу», аналітик Андрій Іванець 
каже, що кримська міліція - політично залежна від 
місцевої влади. 

«У неформальних бесідах міліціонери скаржать- 
ся, що на них чиниться політичний тиск. Можемо 
сказати, що міліція Сімферополя не виконує свої 
обов'язки із забезпечення права громадян на мирні 
зібрання, яке гарантується Конституцією. Міліція 
стала заручником політичної ситуації. Це пов'язано 
з THM, що згоду на призначення керівника кримської 
міліції дає Верховна Рада Криму. А там мають 
більшість ті політичні сили, які й зривали ці заходи», 
- пояснив Андрій Іванець. 
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New patron, partners 
join the Alberta-Ukraine 
Genealogical Project 


(AUGP)—An honorary patron 
and two new partners have joined 
the Alberta-Ukraine Genealogical 
Project in its mandate to help fami- 
lies interested in exploring their past 
in Alberta and Ukraine. 

Feb. 5 the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress—A lberta Provincial Council 
became the honorary patron of the 
Alberta-Ukraine Genealogical 
Project. In support of this venture, the 
UCC-APC will encourage the full 
support of its members in document- 
ing this part of Alberta’s heritage. 

The Alberta-Ukraine Genealogi- 
cal Project is also pleased to an- 
nounce that in February 2008, two 
new organizations partnered with 
the AUG project to help undertake 
the documentation of church prop- 
erties in rural communities in 
Alberta: 

¢ Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood 
of Canada (UCBC)— Edmonton 
Eparchy 

» Ukrainian Self-Reliance Asso- 
ciation (USRA)— Edmonton Branch. 

Beginning in May 2008, the gen- 
erous financial support provided 
through these partnerships will al- 
low fieldworkers to travel to rural 
church properties in east central 
Alberta. While at rural church prop- 
erties, the project’s fieldworkers will 
work with volunteers to record and 
photograph cemetery tombstones 
and markers. The information and 
photographs collected through the 
“Documenting Church Properties in 
Rural Communities in Alberta” will 
be available on the internet to those 
persons seeking information about 
their family history and relatives. 

A one-day workshop in March 


REMCO - DOMINION MEMORIALS 


"MAKING MEMORIES TIMELESS'"- Since 1924 


May the Risen Christ brings you and 


your family peace and joy during this 


blessed Easter Holiday. 
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Representatives of the newest partners and patron to the Alberta-Ukraine 
Genealogical Project: UCBC-Edmonton Eparchy — partner (Joe 
Synyshyn), USRA-Edmonton Branch - partner (Mitch Makowsky), UCC- 


APC — patron (Daria Luciw), along with David Makowsky of the Alberta- 


Ukraine Genealogical Project. 


will train fieldworkers and volun- 
teers to take consistent and web- 
ready photographs of cemetery 
tombstones and markers. Member. 
of parishes in east central Alberta 
who wish to assist in the documen- 
tation of their ancestors’ cemeteries 
are invited to this workshop as well. 
For more information, please con- 
tact David at the Alberta genealogi- 
cal research office at (780) 431- 
2324. Written inquiries may be for- 
warded to the Alberta genealogical 
research office by e-mail, at AB- 
Ukraine.Genealogy @gov.ab.ca, ог 
by mail: Alberta-Ukraine Genea- 


logical Project, Old St. Stephen’s 
College, 8820 - 112 Street. 


о 


For all your financial needs and services 
in Ukrainian contact Ruth at 496.2338 or 
Kathy at 496.2114. 
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Bilingual students raise over $2,000 


Organizer of the “World's Longest Hockey Game” Brent Saik presents the 
“Hockey Cake” Raffle Prize to Father Kenneth Kearns Ukrainian Bilin- 
gual Program Grade One student Alyssa Linford with his daughter and 
Alyssa’s classmate Angelica Saik by her side. In support of the “World’s 
Longest Hockey Game” fundraising efforts for Pediatric Cancer, FKK 
Students have raised over $2000 with events including a cookie sale and 


raffles. 


May the Risen Christ brings you and your family peace, 
Joy and contentment during this blessed Easter Holiday. 
XPHCTOC BOCKPEC! BOICTHHY BOCKPEC! 


Self Contained Residence for Seniors 
Незалежна Резиденція для Сеньийорів 


St. Andrew's Ukrainian Dnipro 


Ukrainian Selo : Senior Citizen's Home | 
$025 - 101 Ave., Edmonton 11030 - 107 St., Edmonton 
Ph.: (780) 469-4141 Ph.: (780) 425-5097 


» 1 block from St. John's Cathedral 

| |e 2 blocks from Shopping Centre 
| | ¢ Near Bus Route 
| | ¢ Chapel in Building 
| |e Lounge Areas for visiting 
| | є Seniors Club 

| е Social Activities 
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| » 5 blocks from St. Andrew's Parish 
| e Taxi Service provided to Church 
| е Located on Bus Route 
|e Central Court Yard 
| - Lounge Areas for Visiting 
| e Seniors Club 
|e Social Activities 
¢ 1 бльок від Катедри Св. Івана 
| © 2 бльоки від комплексу крамниць 
» Близько автобусової лінії 
« Каплиця в будинку 
» Приміщення для відвідин 
 Клюб сеньйорів 
. лини Bowes 


| 5 бльоків від Собору Св. Андрея 

|» Обслуга Таксі до церкви 

|» Приміщене при автобусовій лінії 

| « Центральний парк 

|» Приміщення для відвідин 
 Клюб сеньйорів 
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Rent: 30% of Total Income 
Рент: 30% від цілої платні 


Dnipro-Selo Housing Society 


Marlene Krokosh - Administrator 


Дніпро-Село Житлове Товариство 
Марлін Крокош - Адміністратор 


Клюб Українських 
Професіоналістів та 
Підприємців Едмонтону 


Happy Easter to all our members апа 


the Ukrainian Community 


Найкращі побажання нашим 
членам та українській громаді 
з нагоди Великодніх Свят 


Христос Воскрес! Christ is Risen! 


We extend greetings on the Easter Day to the all 


Ukrainian Professional 
and Business Club 
of Edmonton 


Ukrainian community especially for our readers! 


CHRIST HAS RISEN! 


Staff & Administration 
of Ukrainian News 


Радісних Свят Христового Воскресення ma 
щастя й здоров'я українському суспільству 


а передовсім нашим читачам 
бажають працівники 
редакції «Українських Вістей» 


May a joy and beauty of Easter 


be with you always! 


Христос Воскрес! Воїстину Воскрес! 


LIQUOR MART 


ADAM KOZIAK 
MANAGER 
6104 - 90 Avenue 
Ottewell Plaza Shopping Centre 
Edmonion, Alberta T6B ОР2 
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Бжезінський: Розвиток 
України гальмує корупція 


Мар'яна Драч, Радіо Свобода 

Розвиток України гальмують корупція і втручання 
влади у ринкові процеси. Про це мовиться в доповіді 
«Україна: оцінка 16 років незалежності», яку 28 
лютого в Києві представив відомий американський 
політолог Збігнєв Бжезінський. Цей аналіз підго- 
тували на замовлення Партнерського комітету США 
- ЄС із питань України, співголовою якого є доктор 
Бжезінський. Раніше цей аналіз презентували у 
Вашингтоні в Центрі стратегічних і міжнародних 
досліджень. 

Західні політологи вважають, що українці можуть 
пишатися тим, чого вони досягли за останні півтора 


десятиліття. На відміну від Росії, в Україні неможна 


передбачити, хто саме виграє вибори, а в мас-медіа 
панує плюралізм. 

Значним досягненням є запровадження стабільної 
грошової одиниці. Збігнєв Бжезінський перелічує 
дальші досягнення: «Українці подолали економічний 
занепад 90 років, створили засади ринкової EKOHO— 
міки. Вони розбудували свою країну як незалежну 
державу, яку визнають за кордоном, і розвинули 
сильні відносини з Європейським Союзом, НАТО i 
Сполученими Штатами, Це важливі досягнення, 
яких, можливо, не очікували 16 років тому. Навпаки, 
16 років тому деякі прогнози були дуже нев- 
тішними». 

З іншого боку, в Україні є чимало проблем, які 
можна розв'язати. На думку авторів звіту, утвер- 
дженню сильної ринкової економіки заважають 
інтереси олігархів 1 суперечливі закони. «Країна 
потерпає від повальної корупції, держава надто 
часто намагалася втручатися у ринкові процеси. 
Україна не змогла посилити свою енергетичну 
безпеку», - наголошує Збігнєв Бжезінський. 

Західні оглядачі закликають Україну провести 
конституційну реформу 1 чітко розмежувати повно-- 
важення гілок влади. Потрібно реформувати і 
політичні партії, які наразі переважно обслуговують 


бізнесові інтереси своїх фінансистів, мовиться у 
звіті. 

Оглядачі очікують також більшого від західних 
урядів. Сполучені Штати, на їхню думку, повинні 
відновити активні відносини з Києвом на найвищому 
рівні, розширити програму навчальних обмінів, а в 
галузі економіки - обміркувати перспективи угоди 
про вільну торгівлю з Україною. 

Чака ж угода вже на порядку денному у відносинах 
із Євросоюзом. Із цього приводу Збігнєв Бже- 
зінський заявив: «Європейський Союз має розши- 
рити можливості для подорожей українців, швидко 
закінчити переговори про посилену угоду ЄС - 
Україна i думати про спосіб, як подати сигнал про 
перспективу членства для України, щоб заохотити 
українців прискорити політичні та економічні 
реформи». ЄС також міг би надати Україні технічну 
допомогу в енергетичній сфері, підтримати прямі 
угоди на поставки газу з Середньої Азії, вважає він. 
Водночас Партнерський комітет США - ЄС із 
питань України так і не дійшов згоди щодо того, чи 
варто українцям приєднуватися до Плану дій для 
членства в НАТО цієї весни. 

Якщо Збігнєв Бжезінський за це, то його колега, 
колишній міністр оборони Німеччини Фолькер Рюе 
вважає такий крок передчасним, хоча й обома 
руками за тіснішу співпрацю України з Північно-- 
атлантичним союзом. 

На думку німецького оглядача, українці повинні 
більше дізнатися про НАТО. «Гадаю, що провідні 
політики країни мають пояснити людям, що таке 
нове НАТО. Цього не робиться. Я був під час вибор- 
чих кампаній в Україні, і мені здалося, що через це 
питання не можна здобути багато голосів, і тому 
політики про нього відкрито не говорять», - 3ayBa— 
жив Фолькер Proe. 

Західні політологи збираються представити свій 
звіт українським урядовцям, опозиції та широкій 
громадськості. 


435 років від заснування у Львові 
першої в Україні друкарні 


Віталій Пономарьов, Радіо Свобода 

Українські видавці нарікають на байдужість 
української держави до долі української книги. 
Однак 435 років тому української держави взагалі 
не існувало, але члени Львівського православного 
братства дали собі раду і без державних дотацій та 
податкових пільг. Вони заснували першу в Україні 
друкарню і власним коштом видавали українські 
книги. 

Наприкінці лютого 1573 року Львівське право-- 
славне братство заснувало у монастирі Святого 
Онуфрія у Львові першу в Україні друкарню. Най- 
більше коштів на це пожертвували двоє братчиків 
- сідляр Сенько Каленикович та маляр Лаврентій 
Пухала. 

Братство уклало контракт на видання книг із 
утікачем із Москви, друкарем Іваном Федоровичем. 
Перед тим у маєтку литовського магната Григорія 
Хоткевича у Заблудові Федорович надрукував Єван-- 
геліє та Псалтир. Хоткевич запропонував Федо- 
ровичу жити на доходи із села Мізяків на Поділлі, 
проте друкар відмовився: 

«Негоже мені за ралом чи сівбою віку вкоро- 
чувати, бо маю замість рала мистецтво ремесла, а 


замість житніх зерен - духовні зерна по світу 
розсівати і всім належно роздавати цей харч духов-- 
ний». 

У Львові Федорович упродовж року підготував і 
видав перші в Україні друковані книги - Апостол та 
Буквар. Наступного року він переїхав до Острога, 
видав там Буквар, Новий Заповіт, Псалтир та 
Біблію, а згодом повернувся до Львова. 

Після смерті Федоровича 1583 року його креди- 
тори - московські купці - збиралися за борги заб-- 
рати його друкарські шрифти. Намагаючись уряту-- 
вати їх, Братство заставило лихварям свій друкар-- 
ський верстат. А Львівський митрополит Гедеон 
Балабан звернувся до православних єпископів та 
шляхти із закликом пожертвувати необхідні для 
викупу верстата півтори тисячі злотих, «щоб не 
загубити скарб особливий із шкодою немалою 
церквам Божим і всьому православію закону 
святого грецького». 

Врешті-решт, Братство викупило друкарський 
верстат, шрифти Івана Федоровича залишилися у 
Львові, і упродовж наступних 100 років Львівська 
друкарня видавала в середньому 1 книгу на рік. 


Представники Дипломатичної академії України 
знайомляться з досвідом роботи Канадського 
інституту закордонної служби 


(Прес-служба Посольства України в 
Канаді)- -27 лютого ц.р. в Посольстві України в 
Канаді відбулася зустріч Посла України в Канаді 
Ігоря Осташа з Ректором Дипломатичної академії 
України Борисом Гуменюком та співробітниками 
академії, які перебувають з візитом в Канадському 
інституті закордонної служби (м.Оттава). 

Метою візиту делегації Дипломатичної академії 
України є вивчення досвіду Канади у підготовці 
фахівців для зовнішньополітичної служби із 
застосуванням сучасних та інформаційних тех- 


нологій. Даний візит здійснюється у рамках спіль- 
ного українсько-канадського проекту "Сприяння 
глобальній інтеграції України" за організаційної 
підгримки Йоркського університету м.Торонто в 
особі професора Ореста Субтельного. 

Під час зустрічі Посол І.Осташ, професор O. 
Субтельний, Ректор академії Б.Гуменюк та інші 
члени делегації обговорили низку питань україн- 
сько-канадських двосторонніх відносин та питань, 
пов'язаних з реалізацією проекту "Сприяння 
глобальній інтеграції України". 
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Opposition uses 


Ukraine-NATO 


issue whenever politically expedient 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)— For over a month, the 
Ukrainian parliament has been in a forced recess as the 
opposition blocked the legislature to protest a joint let- 
ter to NATO signed by President Viktor Yushchenko, 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, and Parliamentary 
Speaker Arseny Yatsenyuk. The Jan. 15 letter asked 
NATO to consider offering Ukraine a Membership 
Action Plan (MAP) at its April summit in Bucharest. 

Under the 2006 constitution, Yushchenko can dis- 
solve parliament if it does not function for 30 working 
days. However, he exercised that power in April 2007 
and doing so again in less than a year would be an un- 
popular move with unknown consequences. 

Of parliament’s three largest factions, only the 
Tymoshenko bloc (В YuT) would likely gain from pre- 
term elections. Based on current polls, the Party of 
Regions and the president’s Our Ukraine-People’s Self 
Defense (NUNS) bloc would poll even less than they 
did last year. In the September 2007 elections, BYuT 
increased its support by 8% over the 2006 election, fin- 
ishing only 3% behind Regions. BYuT would likely 
become the largest parliamentary faction after a 2008 
vote, because of a combination of declining support 
for Regions and NUNS and the rising popularity of the 
Tymoshenko government following the re-payment of 
lost Soviet savings to Ukrainian citizens. 

In addition, NUNS’s relationship with the president 
is increasingly tenuous. Presidential chief of staff Viktor 
Baloha resigned from NUNS on Feb. 15, after its nine 
disparate parties failed to unite as a pro-presidential 
party of power. 

Given these factors, odds are that political leaders 
will find a way to compromise and avoid early elec- 
tions. Yushchenko and Baloha would not want to head 
into the 2009 presidential elections with an even larger 
BYuT parliamentary faction, which already is double 
the size of NUNS. 

Yatsenyuk has proposed a compromise to unblock 
parliament; specifically, asking all factions to refrain 
from using this tactic in the future. Yatsenyuk has also 
called upon all factions to recognize the legality of leg- 
islation on NATO that was adopted under former presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma and that Regions and other pro- 
Kuchma centrist forces endorsed. 

The Ukrainian media has recently published Kuchma- 
era official documents that outline Ukraine’s goal of 
NATO membership. In 2002-2004 Kuchma and then- 
prime minister Viktor Yanukovych, head of Regions, ini- 
tiated and fully supported Ukraine’s drive to NATO mem- 
bership. In November 2002 NATO initiated annual 
NATO-Ukraine “Action Plans,” and the 2002-2004 
Yanukovych government fulfilled the first two. 

Former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine Steven Pifer, 
now a senior adviser at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, told Jamestown that the Ukrai- 
nian leadership and NATO understood that there was 
little difference between “Action Plans” and “Mem- 
bership Action Plans.” Both require Ukraine to under- 
take a wide range of military, political, and economic 
reforms. According to Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Volodymyr Ohryzko, Kyiv is now seeking a MAP be- 


cause Ukraine’s cooperation with NATO has outgrown 
the five Action Plans. 

In 2004 the Yanukovych government signed on to a 
strategy for Ukraine’s drive to NATO drawn up by the 
president’s think tank, the National Institute for Strate- 
gic Studies. The plan has four stages: 

e 2002-2003: prepare the legislative basis for 
Ukraine’s NATO membership; 

¢ 2004: Ukraine enters into а MAP; 

г 2007: NATO invites Ukraine to join the alliance; 

» 2008: Ukraine joins NATO. 

This month Prime Minister Tymoshenko publicly 
apologized for not succeeding in reaching the 
Yanukovych government’s 2008 NATO membership 
goal. 

Importantly, the four-stage strategy never included a 
referendum on NATO membership. This demand 
emerged during the latter stages of the bitter 2004 presi- 
dent election, together with elevating Russian to a state 
language. Both issues were introduced by Russian po- 
litical advisers working for the Yanukovych campaign. 

Regions has raised the demand for a referendum on 
NATO whenever it has been in the opposition — in 
2005-2006 and again since the 2007 elections. This du- 
plicitous strategy of being radically opposed to NATO 
only when in opposition could be seen further in docu- 
ments adopted by Yanukovych governments on July 
17, 2003, and Oct. 5, 2006, that gave Ukraine’s whole- 
hearted support to NATO military operations in peace- 
time, during crises, and in military conflicts. 

Yushchenko and Yatsenyuk see no need for a refer- 
endum ahead of a МАР, and the president has described 
the call for a referendum as “political adventurism.” 
While acknowledging the need for an eventual refer- 
endum, Yushchenko has promised this would be many 
years away, only when Ukraine was on the verge of 
joining NATO, as occurred with other NATO candi- 
dates. 

Regions seeks to hold a referendum in April. In a 
Feb. 12 statement, Yanukovych said, “We are against 
any steps that would take our state to the North Atlan- 
tic Alliance without the agreement of the Ukrainian 
people.” 

NATO is publicly receptive to Ukrainian member- 
ship, but some large Western European members, such 
as Germany, oppose a Ukrainian MAP. Such opposi- 
tion within NATO can only be overcome if the Ukrai- 
nian leadership is united on the question of seeking a 
MAP. Herein lies the crux of the problem. 

Following the Orange Revolution NATO was more 
receptive toward Ukraine joining, and a MAP for Kyiv 
was a serious prospect at the November 2006 Riga sum- 
mit. However, this step depended on Ukraine creating 
an orange coalition after the 2006 elections, a strategy 
that failed because of Yushchenko’s unwillingness to 
see Tymoshenko return as prime minister. 

However, Tymoshenko did just that after the 2007 
elections. But her approach to NATO membership, as 
seen during her Jan. 28-29 visit to Brussels and her 
cancellation of a presentation to the Feb. 8-10 Munich 
security conference, is more lukewarm than that of 
Yushchenko and NUNS. 


Ukraine wins promises of cooperation 
with Kazakhstan, but no energy deal 


“eS By rie Pannier 10 7 й 
-(ВЕБ/ВІ) - -ОКтаїпіап President Viktor Nishenenro 


arrived in Kazakhstan hoping to secure new deals for 
- Kazakh energy supplies, but he left with no agreement 
- for more natural gas or oil anytime soon. 

Yushchenko’s visit to Kazakhstan was planned 
months ago and timed to coincide with the opening of 
the “Year of Ukraine” festivities in Kazakhstan. But 
the renewed disputes that emerged between Ukraine 
and Russian gas giant Gazprom shifted the focus of 
Yushchenko’s visit to trying to strike new deals for sup- 
plies of Kazakh oil and natural gas. 

Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbaey, after a meet- 
ing with Yushchenko in the Kazakh capital Astana 
March 5, briefly raised Ukraine’s hopes. “We clearly 
understand Ukraine’s interest in energy resources and, 
with its large resources and opportunities to increase 
both oil and gas output in the future, Kazakhstan can 
potentially meet this need,” Nazarbaey said. 

But Nazarbaey pointed out that actually increasing 
energy exports to Ukraine depends on a third party, 
noting that Kazakh oil is transported to Ukrainian ports 
through the Russian Transneft oil-transit system, known 
as the Caspian Pipeline Consortium. He said that 
Kazakhstan is ready to boost its exports to Ukraine, 


бій that : an agréement would “Wave to be sought ‘with 13 х 5 5 = 


both countries and Russia. - 
Matthew Clements, the Eurasia editor at He Mone 


don-based Jane’s information group, said before the | 


Nazarbaey- Yushchenko meeting that Kazakhstan was 
unlikely to agree to anything that might jeopardize 
Kazakhstan’s strong ties with Russia. 

“Kazakhstan has a closer relationship with Russia 
than other CIS states or regional states and J think this 
has been cemented in recent months by the pipeline 
agreement between Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, and 
Russia,’ Clements said. “And I think it shows a favor- 
able point of view from Kazakhstan toward Russia and 
indeed from Russia toward Kazakhstan.” 

However, Clements continued, “Nazarbaev has 
shown a great willingness to be quite open-minded in 
terms of getting as many gas deals as possible into other 
countries, for instance pipeline and export agreements 
signed with China; and he’s also been very open to the 
idea of supplying some degree of [gas] across the 
Caspian towards Europe.” 

Nazarbaey did venture to say that a deal with Ukraine 
that does not involve Russia or Russian companies is 
at least possible. “There is an alternative way to re- 
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By Elisabeth Sewall, Kyiv Post, Feb 21 2008 

As Ukraine observes the 75-year com- 
memoration of the Holodomor this year, two 
film projects are under production to throw 
spotlight on the Soviet-imposed famine-geno- 
cide of 1932-33 that killed millions of Ukrai- 
nians. 

Their contributions would significantly 
boost the available films depicting the catas- 
trophe, so far documented in two most no- 
table works: the Canadian-produced “Harvest 
of Despair” in 1984 and the Ukrainian-made 
“Famine 33” in 1990. 

So few films have been made because the 
Soviet government denied the Holodomor for 
more than half a century, while the years of 
Ukrainian independence were spent recover- 
ing history and recognizing the tragedy, which 
many still deny. 

Since Ukraine’s independence, “there have 
been many films made, but not many quality 
films,” said Oles Sanin, director of one of the 
new film projects. 

This is mostly due to financial difficulties, 
he said. 

Sanin, among Ukraine’s most acclaimed 
contemporary film makers, is directing a fea- 
ture film, “Kobzar,” which won’t be released 
until 2009. 

For Sanin, it was important to make a fea- 
ture film because they get more attention than 
documentaries. 

The symbolism of this year isn’t that im- 
portant for completing his work, he said. 

“My one goal is to have the world see it 
and learn more about Holodomor,” Sanin said. 

“Kobzar’ is the fictional story of an Ameri- 
can boy who gets stranded in Ukraine in the 
early 1930s and ends up as a guide for a blind 
kobzar, one of the traveling bards who played 
the bandura, a traditional Ukrainian instru- 
ment. He survives after witnessing NK VD 
executions in 1934. 


“The story unfolds against the backdrop of 
the Holodomor, but it is a story of how a young 
boy survived in the most tragic and dire cir- 
cumstances,” said Peter Borisow, one of the 
film’s backers and president of the Hollywood 
Trident Foundation, an organization founded 
in 2001 that connects professionals working 
in the entertainment industry interested in 
Ukrainian affairs. 

This January, Sanin and Borisow went to 
Florida to collect eyewitness testimony from 
Holodomor survivors as research for their fea- 
ture film. They may use the gathered testi- 
mony to produce a possible documentary. 

Ukrainian American actor Jack Palance was 
going to play the lead role in “Kobzar,” until 
his death last year, Borisow said. 

“Kobzar’ was conceived several years ago 
by Sanin, who has been working on the script 
with Hollywood screenwriters. 

Sanin caught Hollywood’s eye as a cin- 
ematic storyteller with his 2002 film 
“Mamay” — the closest a Ukrainian language 
movie has ever come to being recognized by 
the Academy, said Borisow, who has been 
working in the Hollywood film industry since 
the 1970s. 

“Kobzar” will be shot mostly in Ukraine, 
with a mixture of English and Ukrainian lan- 
guages with subtitles. 

They are aiming for a budget of about $18 
million, Borisow said. 

As films addressing tragic topics are rarely 
blockbuster hits for Hollywood, financiers are 
few, he said. 

The very first films depicting the Holocaust 
were “made possible by the unflinching fi- 
nancial support of the Jewish community 
worldwide,” Borisow said. 

“They understood that telling their story 
was more important than adding yet another 
million to some billionaire’s already bloated 
fortune,” he said. 
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Ukrainian directors at work on Holodomor films 


‘The wealthiest members of Ukrainian so- 
ciety, what he called “the growing billionaire’s 
club,” should “absolutely take on the initial 
financial burden if any meaningful films are 
to be made by Ukrainians about the 
Holodomor,” Borisow said, suspecting they 
fear a negative reaction from Russian busi- 
ness partners. 

The second film to be made on the topic is 
a documentary being directed by Sergey 
Bukovsky, who gained international recogni- 
tion after creating “Spell Your Name,” a docu- 
mentary that featured eyewitness accounts of 
the Holocaust in Ukraine. 

“Spell Your Name” was financed by Ukrai- 
nian billionaire Victor Pinchuk and American 
movie legend Steven Spielberg. 

Bukovsky’s latest documentary, “Lystopad 
77 (November 7), is reportedly being funded 
by the Ukraine 3000 International Charity 
Fund, founded in 2001 by Kateryna 
Yushchenko, the wife of President Viktor 
Yushchenko. 

The fund plays a significant role in efforts 
to recognize the Holodomor, both domesti- 
cally and abroad, as an act of genocide against 
Ukrainians. 

Ukraine 3000 representatives were unavail- 
able for comment on the film. 

Though the Ukrainian government is fi- 
nancing numerous projects for the 75-year 
commemoration, including construction of a 
Holodomor Historical Memorial Complex, a 
film is not among its plans. 

Part of the problems is that many Ukraini- 
ans themselves deny the Holodomor was 
genocide against Ukrainians. The Party of the 
Regions and Communist Party of Ukraine, 
both supported by millions of Ukrainians, 
voted against recognizing the Holodomor as 


genocide in parliament. 

Meanwhile, the Jewish people thrived in 
tolerant, Western societies, where they devel- 
oped an extensive record of the Holocaust and 
financed its memory through museums, librar- 
ies, and films in particular. 

Since 2000 in fact, more than 40 documen- 
taries and 20 feature films depicting the Jew- 
ish Holocaust were produced worldwide; sey- 
eral hundreds were produced since World War 
Il. 

Shedding light on the Holodomor has been 
gaining pace through efforts by Ukraine’s 
president Viktor Yushchenko, who has urged 
the international community to recognize the 
catastrophe as genocide. 

This year was designated to honor 
Holodomor victims and their memory, and a 
nationwide campaign to collect eyewitness 
accounts and survivor testimonies will con- 
tinue throughout the year. 

While in Soviet times Holodomor was a 
taboo topic, today more than 60 percent of 
Ukrainians think the United Nations should 
recognize the Holodomor as an act of geno- 
cide against the Ukrainian people, according 
to a poll conducted by the Kyiv International 
Institute of Sociology (KMIS), at the begin- 
ning of November 2007. 

“Some time later this year or next, certain 
films will appear, made by mavericks driven 
by a compulsion to tell the story of the geno- 
cide in Ukraine,” Borisow said. 

“These films will have been made at great 
personal sacrifice by people who are not bil- 
lionaires, just believers in Ukraine and the 
blood of ten million innocents who died for 
simply being. At least these few will have 
done the very best they can to stir the collec- 
tive conscience.” 


Will Prime Minister Putin serve at 
the pleasure of President Medvedev? 


By Jonas Bernstein 

(Jamestown Foundation)— As of 10 am, 
Moscow time, on March 3, Russia’s Central 
Election Commission was reporting that with 
more than 99% of the votes in the March 2 
presidential election counted, President 
Vladimir Putin’s handpicked successor, 
Dmitry Medvedev, won 70.23% of the vote. 
That means 51,938,974 Russians voted for 
Medvedey, which is more than the 49,565 238 
Russians that voted for Putin when he was 
re-elected president in 2004. According to the 
same preliminary results, Communist Party 
leader Gennady Zyuganov came in second, 
with 17.76% of the vote, followed by Liberal 
Democratic Party of Russia leader Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky (9.37%), and Democratic Party 
leader Andrei Bogdanov (1.29%), March 3). 
Turnout — again, according to preliminary 
results - was 69.61%, compared with 64.38% 
in the 2004 presidential election. Municipal 
elections were also held around Russia on 
March 2. 

As with the State Duma elections last Dec. 
2, some observers are questioning the legiti- 
macy of both the turnout numbers and the size 
of the vote for Medvedev, and there have al- 
ready been numerous charges of falsification. 
“The limit of turnout was shown in the par- 
liamentary election in December,” said po- 
litical analyst Dmitry Oreshkin. “If the turn- 
out for the presidential election ... ends up 
higher than for the parliamentary [election], 
then that should be put down to administra- 
tive resources.” Alexei Makarkin, general di- 
rector of the Center for Political Technolo- 
gies, said the authorities wanted a high turn- 
out, among other things, to ensure that the next 
presidential campaign in 2012 can be carried 
out without problems “regardless of who will 
be the presidential candidate”. 

As Newsru.com noted, journalists, activists 
of opposition political parties, and human 


rights groups reported violations of electoral 
law across Russia on March 2. The website 
reported, for example, that the head of the St. 
Petersburg branch of the Yabloko party, 
Maxim Reznik, was detained by police on the 
evening on March 2 and that his detention may 
have been connected to an interview he gave 
to 100 ТУ, a local television station, in which 
he claimed that Yabloko activists around the 
country had been able to get ballots without 
presenting the required identification simply 
by telling election officials that they planned 
to vote for Medvedev. According to Reznik, 
Yabloko activists in Murmansk “went to seven 
voting stations and said: We are from 
Murmansk and we can’t vote because we don’t 
have propiskas [residency permits] or absen- 
tee certifications, but we have passports and a 
huge desire to vote for Dmitry Anatolevich 
Medvedev.” They were given ballots at all 
seven polling stations, Reznik said. Likewise, 
in Moscow, the leader of the Yabloko youth 
wing, Ilya Yashin, went to seven polling sta- 
tions with a young Yabloko activist from 
Murmansk, Dmitry Volov, who told officials 
he was unable to get an absentee ballot in 
Murmansk but wanted to vote for Medvedev 
while in Moscow. Voloy was given ballots at 
five of the seven polling stations. 

Fair or not, Medvedey’s overwhelming vic- 
tory in the presidential election is a fait ac- 
compli, and analysts are focusing on ques- 
tions as to how he will rule in tandem with 
Vladimir Putin as his prime minister. 

Medvedev gave some hints of his own take 
on this issue on the evening of March 2, dur- 
ing his first post-election press conference. 
Asked who will determine the strategy and 
parameters of foreign policy and whether the 
prime minister will be working in the Krem- 
lin, Medvedev answered: “That is probably 
the simplest question to answer of those that 
have been asked today. According to the con- 
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Alexander Petryshyn 
(1919 — 2008) passes away 


A much respected community 
leader and Ukrainian patriot, Mr. 
Alexander Petryshyn, age 89 years, 
passed away at St Joseph’s Hospi- 
tal in Thunder Bay on February 22, 
2008. Не was born to Mykhailo and 
Maria (nee Hrynchyshyn), the 
youngest of three sons, on March 
31,1919 in Koropec, Ternopil 
Oblast, during the time of Ukraine’s 
short-lived independence after 
World War I. From his teenage years 
and throughout his life he was ac- 
tively committed to the cause of 
Ukraine re-emerging as an indepen- 
dent country. 

In 1943, aged 24, he married 
Stephania (nee Zelinska, age 21) of 
Kuty, Stanislaviv (today Ivano 
Frankivsk Oblast). As the war front 
approached they left their home and 
fled west, away from the Soviet oc- 
cupation and regime, along with 
hundreds of thousands of other refu- 
gees. Carrying only backpacks, they 
crossed the snow-covered Carpa- 
thian Mountains on foot to reach 
Slovakia in 1944. There they 
worked on various jobs until 1945 
when the war front again compelled 
them to flee to Neumarkt, Germany. 
Alex and Stephania lived in post- 
war refugee barracks where their son 
Roman was born in July 1946. Then 
they lived in a Displaced Persons 
camp at Regensburg until 1949. Fa- 
voring Canada over Australia, the 
family emigrated to Fort William 


(now Thunder Bay) with help of 
friends. There a daughter, Martha, 
was born. Alex and Stephania 
Petryshyn have resided in Thunder 
Bay for the past sixty years. 
Continuing his activism in 
Canada, Alexander Petryshyn de- 
voted enormous personal time to 
fundraising and administering 
Ukrainian Canadian organizational 
work locally, nationally and inter- 
nationally. As a volunteer he served 
as secretary for the local branch of 
the Ukrainian National Federation 
from 1950 onward and was elected 
secretary of the Ukrainian (Fort 
William) Credit Union for sixteen 
years. He was co-founder of the lo- 
cal branch of Ukrainian Canadian 
Social Services and held various ex- 
ecutive positions (including the 
presidency) of the Ukrainian Cana- 


dian Congress of Thunder Bay in the 
course of four decades of voluntary 
work, until his health failed. 
Alexander Petryshyn received many 
awards and tributes for his work in 
these organizations and from grate- 
ful immigrants he helped. He was 
awarded the Shevchenko Medal by 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 

Alexander had trade skills, did fi- 
nancial bookkeeping and had office 
experience in Ukraine. In Fort Wil- 
liam he worked with the Great Lakes 
Paper Company until his retirement 
in 1984. 

His loving wife of 65 years, 
Stephania; daughter Martha; son Ro- 
man and daughter in law Marusia (nee 
Kucharyshyn) and their sons Demian 
and Luca Petryshyn, all in Canada 
survive him. In Ukraine and the 
United States he is survived by his 
grand nephews and extended family. 

Prayer services for the late 
Alexander Petryshyn were held on 
Sunday, March 2 and funeral mass 
was on Monday, March 3 at the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church of Trans- 
figuration, 629 McIntosh Street, cel- 
ebrated by Reverend Vladimir 
Chvets. Interment followed in the 
Mountain View Cemetery. If friends 
desire, donations may be made to the 
Canadian Heart and Stroke Founda- 
tion and/or to the Canada Ukraine 
Foundation (entrusted to the care of 
the Blake Funeral Chapel, 200 May 
Street, Thunder Bay). 


Ukraine wins promises of cooperation 
with Kazakhstan, but no energy deal 
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solve this issue, and that is to reach the Black Sea via 
Baku,” Nazarbaev said. “We’re working to restore the 
old pipeline that runs directly from Baku to the Black 
Sea, and Kazakhstan has bought out the deep-sea port 
in Batumi [Georgia] together with its terminals.” 


For his part, Yushchenko held out the prospect that - 


Kazakh oil could not only be sold to Ukraine, but also 
transported through Ukraine to other countries in Eu- 
rope via a Ukrainian pipeline that begins in Odesa on 
the Black Sea and will eventually reach the Polish port 
city of Gdansk. 

“The goal of the Odesa-Brody [pipeline] project is 
to deliver Caspian oil to the center of Europe,” 


Yushchenko said. “So we believe there is no alterna- 
tive to this project. No existing project has been de- 
signed to deliver Caspian oil to European consumers 
by this shortest way.” 

Talks between the Kazakh and Ukrainian presidents 
were reportedly cordial, and Kazakhstan is due to send 
representatives to an energy summit in Kyiv in May. 
Yushchenko said the Odesa-Brody-Gdansk pipeline 
project would be among the top issues on the agenda at 
that summit. 


RFE/RL's Kazakh Service Director Merhat Sharipzhan 
and Michael Mihalisko of RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service 
contributed to this report 


Will Prime Minister Putin serve at 
the pleasure of President Medvedev? 


stitution of the Russian Federation, foreign policy is 
determined by the president. That’s first of all. Sec- 
ond: the office of the president, his permanent loca- 
tion, is the Kremlin. The permanent location of the goy- 
егатепі and chairman of the government [the prime 
minister] is the [Russian] White House.” Medvedev also 
said that he does not plan to redistribute the powers of 
the president and prime minister, stating that each po- 
sition has its own powers flowing from the constitu- 
tion and legislation and that “no one is planning to 
change them.” 

Medvedev’s interpretation of the distribution of pow- 
ers between the president and the prime minister may 
eventually come into conflict with that of Putin, at least 
judging by some of the Putin’s recent comments sug- 
gesting that he sees his future role as prime minister as 
something more than the one strictly defined by 
Russia’s constitution and legislation. Noteworthy in this 
regard were the comments he made during his mara- 
thon December 14 press conference, in which he as- 


serted that while the president is “the head of state, 
guarantor of the Constitution, and sets the main do- 
mestic and foreign policy guidelines,” the “highest 
executive power in the country is in the hands of the 
government”. 

In that same press conference, Putin was asked if he 
does indeed become prime minister, will he view it as 
a “transitional” post or does he hope to stay in it for 
some time “if the new boss likes your work.” Putin 
responded: “The post of chairman of the government 
of the Russian Federation cannot be transitional. It gives 
the opportunity for self-realization and for the achieve- 
ment of very large goals that stand before the country. 
And if this happens, then I, of course, will work with 
the same efficiency as when I worked as president of 
the Russian Federation.” 

Russia’s constitution, of course, gives the president 
the power to pick and remove prime ministers. Yet any 
acknowledgement that, as prime minister, he will be 
serving at the president’s pleasure was notably absent 
from Putin’s response. 
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вело could lose 


Euro 2012 warns 
football chief 


Ukraine could lose the right to co-host Euro 2012 unless the govern- 
ment acts quickly to stimulate investment in infrastructure, Ukraine foot- 
ball federation president Grigory Surkis warned on March 3, reported 
Agence France Presse. 

“The country’s government and the opposition should unite their ef- 
forts to make all the necessary changes in the country’s legislation to stimu- 
late investment in the country’s infrastructure,” Surkis told a news confer- 
ence. 

“Time is running out. We now have only days and hours — not years 
and months at our disposal. If we don’t act quickly, Ukraine may lose the 
right to host the European championships.” 

He added however that he did not consider such a move likely and said 
the problem was more one of government organisation than of will. 

“J hope it will never happen,” Surkis said. “I see the desire of the presi- 
dent and all of the country’s top authorities to do all of their best for stag- 
ing the European championship in Ukraine.” 

Last month UEFA president Michel Platini admitted he had been forced 
to tell the joint hosts of the 2012 European Championships, Ukraine and 
Poland, to speed up their preparations for the event. 

“We’ve had to wake them up a little and tell them it’s time to get go- 
ing,’ Platini said. 

“The 2012 Euro will still be held (there), but we’ve told them in the 
nicest possible way to speed things up a bit.” 

Platini warned last month that the co-hosts faced a crucial period after 
concerns mounted over the state of preparations for the event. 

“J have the distinct feeling that the next four to six months will Бе cru- 
cial in order to avoid any critical slippage in infrastructure projects and to 
protect the credibility of the Euro project,” Platini said. 

Ukraine and Poland are both hosting the continent’s footballing show- 
piece for the first time. 


Ukraine seeks investment 
boost for Euro 2012 


Ukraine needs a large influx of foreign direct investment to meet infra- 
structure requirements for the Euro 2012 finals, reports Reuters citing 
Ukraine’s deputy prime minister. 

Ukraine is hosting the tournament along with Poland, but both coun- 
tries have come under fire from European football’s governing body UEFA 
for not working fast enough on preparations. 

“Ukraine is lagging behind most of its eastern European and central 
European neighbours in terms of foreign direct investment in total and 
FDI per capita,” Hryhory Nemyrya said in an interview with Reuters оп 
Feb, 25. 

“There is huge room for improvement, a several times increase between 
2008 and 2012,” he said. 

Nemyrya estimated $23 billion (12 billion pounds) was needed to put the 
infrastructure in place, slightly below previous estimates of $25 billion, 
with the bulk of this money coming from the private sector. 

“We have 1,500 kilometres in roads to be built or modernised and al- 
most 100 hotels to build.” 

Foreign direct investment in Ukraine rose to $5.2 billion in the first 
nine months of 2007, from $3.1 billion in the same period in 2006. 

Nemyrya is a member of the government of pro-Western Yulia 
Tymoshenko, voted in as prime minister two months ago. 

“One of the systemic issues for the lack of significant FDI in Ukraine 
was malfunction in the judicial system,” Nemyrya said. 

“This is the systemic change the government is committed to achiev- 
ing, and of course Euro 2012 will benefit.” 

A Ukrainian delegation including Nemyrya attended a Euro 2012 in- 
vestment forum for British companies at the headquarters of the Euro- 
pean Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

EBRD president Jean Lemierre told reporters the bank had invested 
800 million euros ($1.19 billion) in Ukraine last year and was looking to 

inject more in 2008. 

“We plan to invest at least one billion euros a year in the private sector, 
we are trying to support the competitiveness of the Ukrainian economy,” 
Lemierre said. 


Sheva set for Milan return 


(ESS)—Andriy Shevchenko looks set to quit Chelsea and return to AC 
Milan at the end of the season following another season of struggle. 

The Ukraine international has failed to live up to his £29.6million price 
tag since moving to London two years ago and hit a new low on March 3 
when he turned out for the reserves against Reading, while the rest of the 
squad prepared for the Olympiakos game._ 


The 31-year-old is a close friend of owner Roman Abramovich, but 


even he is ready to cut his losses and sell him back to Milan at the end of 
the season. 

Shevchenko has only scored eight league goals for the Blues and will 
be remembered as the most expensive flop in Premiership history when 
he moves on. 

The striker is believed to be looking for a three-year deal from Milan 
before he hangs up his boots. 
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Klitschko outboxes Ibragimov 


International Boxing Federation heavyweight cham- 
pion Wladimir Klitschko of Ukraine outboxed Sultan 
Ibragimov of Russia on Feb. 23 to add the World Box- 
ing Organization title to his collection, reports Reuters. 

Klitschko put on a tactical clinic in a unanimous 12- 
round decision over the previously unbeaten Ibragimov, 
using his height and reach advantage to forcefully slap 
away the Russian southpaw’s right jab, tuning him into 
a one-handed fighter. 

The judges scored the one-sided, though largely dull 
contest, 119-110, 118-110 and 117-111. 

Klitschko improved to 50-3, while Ibragimov 
dropped to 22-1-1 in the first clash of world heavy- 
weight champions since 1999. 

“Tbragimov kept leaning back, he wouldn’t come for- 
ward to engage,” Klitschko said about the lack of fire- 
works in a contest that drew scattered boos from the 
crowd of 14,011 at Madison Square Garden. “But the 
result counts.” 

The first five rounds were virtually devoid of action 
with Klitschko neutralizing Ibragimov by heavily swat- 
ting away his lead right hand and slipping in left jabs 
to win rounds. 

He began to open up more in the sixth round after 
Ibragimov began lunging in and connected with some 
left hooks to the body. 

Instead of relying solely on his left, Klitschko began 
to mix in right hand leads in the seventh round. 

Klitschko landed his first big combination in the 
eighth when he caught the crouching Russian with a 
right-left, and then another left-right combination after 
finding Ibragimov with a heavy right-hand lead. 

More combinations followed in the ninth round, send- 
ing sweat flying off the Russian’s face. 

In the 10th, the fighters stumbled against each other 
and Ibragimov dropped Klitschko on his back onto the 
canvas with an unintentional tackle. 

That was the closest thing to a knockdown as 
Klitschko cruised through to victory. 

Asked why he did not throw more right hands, 
Klitschko told reporters: “I wasn’t in position to throw 
rights. You’re not going to always knock a guy out. I 
just want to continue to beat everyone with a belt so I 
can be undisputed champion.” 

The remaining belts in the fractured heavyweight di- 


PHOTO — UNIAN 
Wladimir Klitschko shows off his title belts. 


vision are held by Uzbek Ruslan Chagaev (WBA) and 
Russian Oleg Maskaev (WBC), who is set to fight 
Samuel Peter of Nigeria next month in Mexico. 

Ibragimov, 32, did not dispute the result but was far 
from impressed. 

“He did not jab. He chopped and grabbed the whole 
fight,” the Russian said. “I did not feel hurt during the 
fight but I did feel that Klitschko was winning the fight.” 
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Prayer helps Klitschko 


Close to 200 Ukrainian fight fans attended a pay television broadcast of the Wladimir Klitschko - Sultan 
Ibragimov fight at the Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex, Feb. 22 and over $1,000 was collected for the Ukrat- 
nian Canadian Archives & Museum. The fight was organized by Promin Sport, a part of the League of Ukrai- 
nian Canadians. Promin Sport has organized telecasts of the Klitschko brothers’ fights, football (soccer) matches 
involving Ukraine at the 2006 World Cup, continue to host an annual golf tournament and have provided 
support for local Ukrainian sports teams. Picture above: Prior to the match, members conducted a prayer, led 
by Vlodko Boychuk. Promin members have conducted a prayer six times over the past couple of years, and so 
far the Klitschko brothers have been victorious each time. The only time they didn't say a prayer, Ki litschko lost 


to Lamon Brewster. 


Another Ukrainian tennis breakthrough 


By Olena Lytvynenko, Kyiv Weekly 

As of late, Ukrainian professional tennis is definitely 
on the upswing. After the victory of the Bondarenko 
sisters at the Australian Open doubles in January, Serhiy 
Stakhovskiy won the title match against the top-seeded 
Croatian Ivan Ljubicic to claim his first career ATP title 
at the PBZ Zagreb Indoors tournament in Croatia. 

It took Stakhovskiy two sets to beat Ljubicic with a 
score of 7-5, 6-4. He won two of the five break points 
and saved one break point that was up against. “For 
me it was easier because I was the lucky loser and was 
under less pressure than Ljubicic was as he was play- 
ing in front his home crowd. But it was a really close 
match and I was just a little bit luckier. I made a couple 
of shots that actually decided the match and am abso- 


lutely thrilled to win this title’? Stakhovskiy said at а 
press conference after the match. “Serhiy played un- 
believably,” said Ljubicic. I tried everything and it 
didn’t work and he won his first title. It’s great for him, 
but I am also happy with the finals.” 

A lucky loser is a player that loses a match in the 
final qualifying round of a knockout tournament, but 
then advances the main draw when another player pulls 
out at the last minute due to illness or injury. 

After losing in the last round of qualification to Blaz 
Kavcic of Slovenia, Stakhovsky advanced to the main 
draw when Michael Llodra withdrew from the tourna- 
ment. In fact, Stakhovsky, is the first lucky loser to 
win an ATP title since Argentinean Christian Miniussi 
in Sao Paulo back in 1991. 
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New business school at UCU 
brings opportunities to Lviv 


(UCEF)— As of last month, there 
is anew world-class business school 
in western Ukraine: the Lviv Busi- 
ness School (LSB). Launched by the 
Ukrainian Catholic University 
(UCU), the program will teach 
unique business expansion models 
according to the highest standards 
of management teaching, but it will 
also incorporate broad-based busi- 
ness values and include a cultural- 
spiritual component. 

The school’s founders are suc- 
cessful entrepreneurs and profes- 
sionals with experience starting re- 
gional companies at the national and 
international level, and the Ukrai- 
nian Catholic University — an in- 
stitution internationally recognized 
for its comprehensive programs in 
the humanities, its emphasis on 
spiritual exploration, and its train- 
ing of community leaders. This kind 
of combination in Ukrainian busi- 
ness education is new and unique; 
it will undoubtedly open doors for a 
new generation of successful lead- 
ers and trend-setters who will strive 
for excellence in their respective 
fields while fervently adhering to the 
principles of honesty, integrity, and 
social responsibility. 

LSB wili offer both classes and 
consulting services through a vari- 
ety of managerial development pro- 
grams at many levels. Students will 
study a broad spectrum of manage- 
ment fields, but will also garner 
valuable work experience either in 
management or one of the many sig- 
nificant branches of a successfully 
functioning company, such as fi- 
nance, marketing, and human re- 
sources. In addition to general 
beginner’s programs and the presti- 
gious MBA program — which 
opens its doors in April 2008 -- the 
school will also offer advanced 
training programs for established 
leaders and professionals. Framed 
by an overview of overall business 
Strategy, such training will help its 
participants consolidate essential 
knowledge, develop their own skills, 
and employ them effectively to 
reach their companies’ goals. Em- 
ploying contemporary interactive 
teaching methods and heavily em- 
phasizing the practical component 
of programs will be widely benefi- 
cial when it comes to project man- 
agement. 

The most important thing in es- 
tablishing and maintaining a high 
quality of education is a highly 
qualified teaching staff. In other 
words, the staff will be comprised 
of instructors who have practical 
experience in entrepreneurial or 
managerial work, locally and inter- 
nationally, display a command of 
contemporary methods of teaching 
business, and are able to do consult- 
ing work. As for philosophical, cul- 
tural, and spiritual topics, they will 
be covered by highly-qualified, 
open-minded instructors with a keen 
understanding of how to work with 
members of the business sector. 

The creation of the LSB is a re- 


__ Business 


Dr. Borys Gudziak, rector of the Ukrainian Catholic University, speaks 


during the press conference announcing the launch of the business school. 


sponse to a need; today, more and 
more companies are beginning to 
understand the fundamental link 
between employee education and 
company success. LSB offers the 
very foundational, spiritual-cultural 
background that the managers of 
today and tomorrow need. Being 
members of the UCU community, 
whose mission and values LBS 
completely shares, wili greatly en- 
rich students’ understanding of the 
relations between business, the edu- 
cated public and society in general, 
and the importance of upholding 
Christian moral values in improv- 
ing these relations. 

“T want to say two things,” says 
Andrii Khudo, a director of the 
Halnaftohaz Concern. 

“During Soviet times, we experi- 
enced a fatal blow that made an edu- 
cation in and understanding of top- 
ics like economics and ecology im- 
possible. These topics, in addition 
to many others, were totally and 
completely banned. The painful re- 
percussions of this blow are still felt 
today. On one hand, it has led to in- 
effective social and economic orga- 
nization, and on the other it has fos- 
tered an innate attitude of non-ac- 
ceptance towards economics and 
those engaged in business. Fre- 
quently the words ‘businessman’ 
and ‘entrepreneur’ are used inter- 
changeably with ‘thief’ and 
‘cheater.’ But there is truth to these 
assumptions, because many busi- 
ness owners and entrepreneurs are 
people who break the most impor- 
tant rules of economics, along with 
ethical and moral rules. Or they sim- 
ply don’t know them. But these 
times are passing. New people are 
entering the economic and political 
arena; people who know the laws of 
economics, who know the laws of 
governance, and who generally un- 
derstand most of the rules of gen- 
eral social behavior. It is these 
people who need a high-quality edu- 
cation. 

“Secondly, I would like to say that 
the fact that this business school will 
be part of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University, falling in line with the 


EBRD to loan EUR150m 


(Ukrainian Journal) —The European Bank for Reconstruction апа De- 
velopment will provide a 150 million euro loan to improve quality and 
reliability of Ukraine’s power generation and transmission, according to 


an agreement signed Feb. 28. 


The agreement, signed by EBRD President Jean Lemierre and by En- 
ergy and Fuel Minister Yuriy Prodan in the presence of President Viktor 
Yushchenko, marks EBRD’s increasing involvement for improving 


Ukraine’s energy sector. 


traditions of the Greek-Catholic 
Theological Academy, formed in 
1928-1929 by a brilliant man, Met- 
ropolitan Count Andrey Sheptytsky, 
is telling. Having attained a first- 
class education himself, he under- 
stood the importance of education 
and its undisputable role in social 
and national affairs. In addition to 
the Theological Academy, he was 
involved at various schools of higher 
education, connected himself to the 
work of the agricultural academy in 
Podiebradi, and was the founder of 
the Agricultural Mortgage Bank in 
Lviv, among other things. So he 
understood very well the reciprocal 
relationship of economics, culture, 
and spirituality. LSB is built on this 
foundation. In Ukraine, this is a one- 
of-a-kind combination of spiritual- 
ity, education, and business, a com- 
bination that differentiates us from 
other schools.” 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС) 
Веселих Великодніх Свят! 


SAUSAGE MAKERS™'| 


Delicatessen Meat Market 


Respected sausage makers, established since 1958. 
Purveyour of their own delicatessen garlic sausages, meat loaves, 
wieners, salami, and other "Famous Products" delicacies. 
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» Wood smoked bacon 

» Smoked turkeys 

» Delicatessen sausages and cheese 
° Freezer beef, veal, pork 

° Social packs 

» Kobassa with impeccable taste! 

» Hot from our own smokehouses. 


™ property of 
CENTRAL PRODUCTS & FOODS LTD. 


630 Nairn Avenue, Winnipeg 
Ph: 667-2981 


Зі святом світлого Великодня вітають 
Вас директор та співпрацівники 
Канадського Інституту 
Українських Студій 


Invest in the Future Ukrainian Scholarship - 
Support the 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Підтримуйте українознавчі студії - 
Станьте меценатом 


Канадського інституту українських студій 


CIUS, University of Alberta, 450 Athabasca Hall 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2E8 
Tel: 780.492.2972; Fax: 780.492.4967; 
Email: cius@ualberta.ca; www.cius.ca 


Найщиріші Великодні побажання складають Bam 
студенти і питомці, професори і духовенство 
Українського Католицького Університету у Львові 
як і рівнож Добродії та Дирекція 
Української Католицької Освітньої Фундації в Канаді. 


«Воскресіння день! Просвітімся торжеством 
i один одних обнімімо.? 


(з Воскресної Утрені) 


Through the generous financial support of our donors, 
the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation “a 


ЗУ : КА» 


assists in the development of 


Ukrainian Catholic education 


in Ukraine and Canada. 


For more information, or to receive our free 


Newsletter or Обіжник, please contact: 
Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation 


ye af 
б, «2 
8ЕрСІ 


265 Bering Ave. Toronto, ON М87 3A5 


www.ucef.ca 


(416) 239-2495 www.ucu.edu.ua 


HAPPY EASTER! 
ВЕСЕЛИХ ВЕЛИКОДНІХ СВЯТ! 


97 б 


BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES 


Anton M.S. Melnyk* 


Q.C., C.Arb., B.A., І.В. LL.M. 


PHONE: (780) 428-8900 

Direct Extension 305 2 

FAX: (780) 429-8889 

E-mail: a.melnyk@melnyklaw.com 


888 CN TOWER, 

10004 - 104 AVENUE 
ЕОМОМТОМ, ALTA T5J OK1 
" Denotes Professional Corporation 
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"WORKING FOR MULTICULTURALISM" 


The Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) at 
Grant MacEwan College is an endowed centre which fosters 
innovation, leadership and education. 


URDC is Canada's only Ukrainian Centre within a community 
college setting. In co-operation with community organizations, 
external agencies, post-secondary institutions and government, 
URDC develops and co-ordinates major cultural and educational 
projects and multicultural programming within the national and 
international Ukrainian community. 


In addition to publishing a newsletter, URDC administers an 
awards program annually, in several different categories. 


For further information, or to receive URDC's newsletter, contact: 


Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre 

Grant MacEwan College 

#215, 10050 MacDonald Drive, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2B7 
Tel: (780) 497-5494; Fax: (780) 497-4377 

Email: admin@urdc.com 


«Допомагаймо 
Нашій Громаді» 
"Looking after 
Community's needs" 


MacEwan 


(Multiculture Marketing/Ukr- 
News)—Every year, during the 
Christmas holiday season, the em- 


ployees of the Lvivska brewery, і 


gather at the little chapel, located on 
the site of the brewery, for a joint 
prayer and Blessing of the Water. 

This year, the Water Blessing cer- 
emony took place on January 18, on 
the eve of the third day of Christ- 
mas — the feast of Water Blessing. 
Priests from St. Anna church in Lviv 
conducted the prayers, blessed the 
water, with which the Brewmasters 
brew “Lvivske” beer. After the joint 
prayer, the new brewery facilities 
were blessed. 

Water Blessing is one of the most 
impressive ceremonies of the Byz- 
antine Rite. The Solemn Blessing of 
the Water on the Feast of the 
Epiphany commemorates Christ’s 
baptism in the River Jordan. 

In the Ukrainian Orthodox and 
Catholic Churches, as well as in 
other churches of the Byzantine tra- 
dition, a Great Blessing of Water 
service is celebrated annually on the 
Feast of the Theophany, January 6 
(January 19 in the Old Calendar). At 
the conclusion of the service, the 
blessed water is distributed among 
the faithful, who drink it and take it 
to their homes. The Theophany of 
Our Lord commemorates Jesus’ 
baptism in the Jordan River by John 
the Baptist. The Feast is called the 
Theophany (meaning “the manifes- 
tation of God”) because this is the 
first time that the Holy Trinity is re- 
vealed, and that Jesus’ divinity is 
confirmed by the Father and the 
Holy Spirit. This feast is also popu- 
larly referred Іо as the Feast of Jor- 
dan. 

The Water Blessing ceremony at 
the Lvivska Brewery started its 
founding in 1791 and is passed on 


Wishing You a 


Happy Easter 
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Lvivska Brewery marks Ше Great 
Feast of the Water Blessing 


Priest blesses the water at Lvivska Brewery. 


from one generation of brewmasters 
to the next. 

“From long ago, ancient times, the 
Great Feast of Water Blessing was, 
a source of happiness, the cleansing 
of the soul for the Ukrainian people 
and strengthening of their faith, the 
victory of good and hope for a bet- 
ter future,” explains Volodymyr 
Pecher, the President of the Lvivska 
brewery. “This is a celebration of the 
cleansing and unification of humans 
deep in their souls, and the birth of 
new hope’. 

“The traditional celebration of the 
Great Feast of Water Blessing, 
marking the end of the two week 
cycle of winter celebrations, gives 
Lvivske Brewmasters a wonderful 
opportunity to once again, partici- 
pate in a special part of the Ukrai- 


| nian culture — the singing of 
_| schedrivky (songs for Epiphany), 


Christmas carols, songs commemo- 
rating the Feast of Jordan and recall- 


|| ing our nation’s traditions and sa- 


cred ceremonies. 
“These age-old traditions are also 


kept alive in Canada by our broth- 
ers and sisters who live there. We 
are pleased to be able to offer them 
our wonderful beer through our part- 
ner in Canada — Multiculture Mar- 
keting. They have supported hun- 
dreds of Ukrainian community 
events and organizations throughout 
Canada.” Added Pecher. 

Lvivska brewery-is the oldest 
brewery in Ukraine, and is located 
in the centre of the city of Lviv. Її 15 
also the site of the first Museum of 
Brewing in Ukraine. Lviv’s historic 
city centre is on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List. The city celebrated its 
750th anniversary in September 
2006. 

Lvivske beer is available at the 
LCBO in Ontario, MLCC Liquor 
Marts in Manitoba, SLGA liquor 
stores in Saskatchewan and over 100 
Alberta liquor stores. If your local 
store does not carry it, please ask the 
store manager to bring it in. If there’s 
one beer in your refrigerator, we hope 
it’s a Ukrainian one! For more infor- 
mation go to www.ukiestore.com. 


Since 1991, Acuity Investment Management Inc. has 
been helping Canadians meet their long term 
financial goals with a broad range of unique, 
highly diverse investment choices. 


Over $8.5 billion in assets are managed on behalf of 
Pension Funds, Foundations and Institutional and 
Private Portfolios, including Acuity Pooled Funds, Acuity 
Mutual Funds, Acuity SRI Funds, Acuity Alpha Managed 
Portfolios, and Acuity (TSX listed) Closed End Funds. 


ACUITY 


FUNDS LTD 


For more information, please call 


Acuity at 1.800.461.4570 
or visit our web site at 


www.acuityfunds.com 


Commmissioms, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses alll may be associated with 
mutual and pooled fund iimvestmemts. Please read the prospectus before investing. Mutual funds 
ane mot quanemteed, their values change frequemtly and past performance may not be repeated. 
Pooled fumds ane sold om a prospectus exempt basis, are not quaramteed, their unit values change 
frequemt\\y ond past performance may not be repeated. 


Business Briefs 
President seeks to diversify 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine must run at least three out of its 15 nuclear 
power reactors with alternatives to Russia’s supplies of nuclear fuel in 
2011, according to a decree signed by President Viktor Yushchenko. 
Yushchenko instructed EnergoAtom, the state nuclear power generating 
company, to sign contracts on the alternative supplies of nuclear fuel be- 
fore the end of the year. 


Ukraine resumes uranium exports 

(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine resumed exports of uranium in January, 
just more than a year after such exports had been suspended, a source at 
the Fuel and Energy Ministry said Feb. 21. The resumption of exports 
comes two years sooner than had been earlier expected, suggesting Ukraine 
did not have enough time to replenish its uranium reserves, analysts said. 


EBRD plans to invest $1 bln 

(Ukrainian Journal) — The European Bank for the Reconstruction and De- 
velopment could invest $1 billion in Ukraine in 2008, according to ЕВЕР 
President Jean Lemierre. “One billion dollars is the investment we re ріап- 
ning for this year... We have set plans to invest large sums, if we’re able to 
do this.” he told the press in Kyiv, March 3. Lemierre said that the in- 
crease in EBRD activities in Ukraine mainly depends on the terms of 
approval resolutions by the cabinet and Parliament. 


